
Professional Review Committee
2023-2024 Annual Report

Shana MacKinnon CPA, CMA

520 King St

Fredericton, NB

E3B 5G8

506-261-6784

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/health/publjcationshtml





Message from Chair
The PRC continues to provide an invaluable service to New Brunswick citizens by ensuring that the principles
and practices of Medicare billing are being upheld by the physicians. Thank you to the Medicare and Financial
Services staff for their hard work and dedication and to the committee members for their expertise and
commitment to this service.

Respectfully Submitted, /

Dr. Andrew Berkshire, M.D., FRCSC
Chairperson,
Professional Review Committee

Mandate
The objectives of the Committee, as outlined in the Regulations under the Medical Services Payment Act,
are:

a) To enhance the standards of medical service

b) To protect the interests of the public, government, and the medical profession in the operation
of the Medical Services Plan (Medicare), and

c) To provide experienced medical counsel to any medical practitioner whose pattern of practice
under the Medical Services Plan appears not to be in the best interest of the public or the
medical profession.

Board membership as at March 31, 2024
Dr. Andrew Berkshire (Orthopedics, Chairperson)
Dr. Suzanne Hall -Losier (General Practice)
Dr. Graham Bishop (Respiratory Medicine)
Dr. Anand Irrinki (General Practice)

Legislation, policies, and by-laws
PRC is a committee that operates under guidelines outlined in the Medical Services Payment Act. It
consists of up to five practicing physicians nominated by the New Brunswick Medical Society and appointed
by the Minister of Health.





2023-2024 Highlights
The committee met on 2 occasions over 2023-2024. The major topics for discussion were:

¯ Presentation on the Audit Process- The Manager of Monitoring and Compliance did a presentation
to the Board on the team's audit processes. This included the various types of audits completed
(Comprehensive, desk, etc.) and how a random sample is selected.

¯ Extrapolation- As part of Monitoring and Compliance's audit procedures, they select a random
sample of claims to analyze. What is found in this sample is extrapolated and applied to the entire
population to determine the total amount of recoveries. Extrapolation is done as it is not feasible to
analyze every claim during the audit process.

¯ E-Visit- The Monitoring and Compliance team did a presentation to the Board on an audit they were
undertaking to analyze E-Visit Medicare billings. This included the definitions of code 1 (Office Visit)
and code 3 (Walk-in Clinic Visit) and what the team was seeing in terms of billing. There was a large
increase in Code is being billed in 2022-23, versus prior years. 17 Physicians in total were part of the
E -Visit audit.

Financial Information
Per section 29 of Regulation 84-20 of the Medical Services Payment Act:
"The members and co-opted members shall receive such remuneration and allowances as shall be deter-
mined from time to time by the provincial authority."

For 2023-2024, the total remuneration and allowances paid was $1,270.00.




