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Part 4: Traffic on the highway – Rules of the road
Driving rules exist to ensure your safety, the safety of your passengers, and all 
other drivers sharing our roads and highways.

Remember, it is an offence for any person to 
fail to comply with an order, a signal or a dir-
ection of a peace officer or to fail to observe 
the instructions of any official traffic sign or 
signal except when otherwise directed by a 
peace officer.

4.1  Collisions

A driver involved in a collision causing death, injury and/or property damage 
must stop at the scene of the collision. They must provide their name, address, 
plate number of their vehicle, driver’s licence and liability insurance card to the 
other party or parties involved in the collision. 

First at the scene
Remember, handling the injured must be avoided unless there is added danger 
of being struck by oncoming motorists.

Reporting collisions
Collisions resulting in death or injury to any person, or total property damage 
to an apparent extent of $1,000.00 or more must be reported immediately to 
the nearest office of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police or to a member of the 
local police.

The Registrar of Motor Vehicles has the authority to suspend the operating 
privileges of any person failing to report a collision.

Financial responsibility
A driver involved in a collision in which a person is injured or killed, or when the 
total property damage amounts to $1,000.00 or more, must be able to prove their 
financial responsibility at the time of the collision. The accepted proof is a New 
Brunswick Liability Insurance Card, issued by an authorized insurance company, 
showing that public liability and property damage coverage has been issued on 
behalf of the driver or the owner of the vehicle.

DID YOU KNOW?…
Possession and use of 
radar detectors is illegal 
in New Brunswick.
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The Registrar, on receipt of a collision report that does not show the owner or 
driver has financial responsibility, must suspend the motor vehicle privileges 
of the owner and operator and cancel all registrations and licence of both the 
owner and driver. Before reinstatement, proof of financial responsibility must 
be filed with the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and be maintained for a minimum 
of one year from the collision.

Emergency vehicles
Upon the approach from either direction of any authorized emergency vehicle 
giving an audible signal by way of bell or siren and visual by flashing red lights, 
the drivers of all vehicles must immediately drive to the right hand curb and 
must stop and remain stopped until the emergency vehicle has passed, unless 
otherwise directed by a peace officer.

When an emergency vehicle or service vehicle 
is stopped on the highway and has its flashing 
lights on, drivers MUST:
•	 Slow down to one half the posted speed 

limit and proceed with caution.
•	 Make sure it’s safe to proceed, then move over to the left, away from the vehicle.
•	 If there are two or more lanes of traffic, the driver must move into another 

lane if it can be done safely.

An authorized emergency vehicle is a vehicle operated by a police officer or 
designated peace officer, a fire department or fire fighting vehicle, or an ambu-
lance. Service vehicle means a tow truck, a private or public utility corporation 
vehicle and a road safety or maintenance vehicle under contract with the Province. 

This will ensure that drivers won’t collide with the emergency or service vehicle 
or endanger anyone outside of these vehicles.

Following Fire Vehicles
It is an offence to follow within 150 metres (500 
feet) of any fire apparatus which is responding 
to an emergency. It is also an offence to drive 
or park within 150 metres (500 feet) of any fire 
apparatus which has stopped in answer to an alarm. 

4.2  Speed restrictions

Unless otherwise indicated, the speed limits on provincial streets and highways are:

DID YOU KNOW?…
You can be fined and lose 
points for not slowing 
down and moving over for 
an emergency vehicle. 

DID YOU KNOW?…
Driving over a fire hose is 
prohibited unless instructed 
to do so by a fire depart-
ment official in charge.
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•	 50 km (30 miles) per hour in any urban district;
•	 80 km (50 miles) per hour in other locations or as otherwise posted.

Failing to abide by posted speed limits is an offence and you could be subject 
to a fine and loss of points.

No person is permitted to operate a vehicle upon any highway at such a speed 
as to endanger the life, limb or property of any person, including their own.

4.3  Slow drivers

It is an offence under the Act for any person to drive at such a slow speed as to 
block the normal and reasonable movement of traffic, except when reduced 
speed is necessary for safe operation.

Should a driver find it necessary to drive at a slow speed on the open highway, 
they must always keep to the right. If traffic is being slowed down, the driver 
must pull off the road occasionally and give the traffic a chance to pass.

To delay traffic is illegal and greatly increases the chance of a collision. 

4.4  Passing a vehicle

Except when overtaking and where passing on the right is permitted, the driver 
of an overtaken vehicle must move to the right in favour of the overtaking vehicle 
upon hearing audible signal and shall not increase the speed of his/her vehicle 
until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle.

It is an offence to pass another vehicle on the right except when:
•	 overtaking a vehicle making a left turn or signaling a left turn;
•	 on a one way street;
•	 on streets and highways marked for multi-lanes going in the same direction.

Extreme care should be taken in the above situations because other drivers may 
swerve over to the right without warning. You must not drive off the roadway 
onto the shoulder to pass another vehicle.
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It is unlawful for a vehicle to be driven to the left side of the roadway under the 
following circumstances:
a)	 When approaching the crest of a grade or upon a curve in the highway where 

the driver’s view is obstructed within such distance as to create a hazard 
in the event another vehicle might approach from the opposite direction;

b)	 When approaching within 30 metres (100 feet) of or crossing any intersection 
or railroad grade crossing; or

c)	 When the view is obstructed upon approaching within 30 metres (100 feet) 
of any bridge, viaduct or tunnel).

4.5  School zones, school buses and construction zones

If you are approaching a school bus from the front or the rear 
that has stopped to take on or discharge passengers as indi-

cated by flashing red lights, you must bring your vehicle to 
a full stop not less than 5 metres (16 feet) in front or rear of 

the school bus and wait while passengers 
are embarking or disembarking. You must 
not proceed until the school bus resumes 
motion or until signalled by the school bus 
driver to proceed.

When driving in a school zone, you must 
take extra caution and reduce speed.

The speed limit for school zones is 50 km/h in an urban district 
unless a different rate of speed has been posted. This speed 
limit for school zones is in effect between the hours of 7:30 
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on the days which school is in session.

Speeding is an issue of great concern within 
construction zones. Drivers should comply with 
the speed limit prescribed by signs that have 
been erected in the construction zone. This 
speed limit is 50 km/h in an urban district unless 
a different rate of speed has been posted. In 
sections of the zone where no speed limit has been posted, the limit is 80 km/h. 
Proper signs also mark the start and the end of the zone for approaching traffic.

DID YOU KNOW?…
Fines for speeding in a school 
or construction zone are 
DOUBLED.
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4.6  Drive on right half of highway

Upon all highways of sufficient width, vehicles must be operated on the right 
half of the highway and slow moving traffic must move close to the right hand 
edge or curb.

Keep well over on your side of the road. Do not hug the centre line.

4.7  Laned traffic and pavement markings

Where a street or highway has been divided into lanes for traffic, a vehicle must 
be driven within a single lane.

A vehicle must be driven in the lane nearest the right hand edge of the highway, 
except when preparing to make a left turn or when passing another vehicle.

White lines
White lines are used to divide lanes of traffic moving in the same direction. White 
lines also may mark the right shoulder of the highway.

Yellow lines
Yellow lines on the pavement div-
ide traffic moving in opposite dir-
ections. They are for your guidance 
and protection and can assist you 
in driving safely.

When the centre markings consist 
of two yellow lines and the solid 
line is on your side you are pro-
hibited from passing. 

When the broken line is on your 
side it indicates that passing is 
permitted if traffic and other con-
ditions allow.

A single broken yellow line marking the centre of a highway permits passing 
when traffic, sight distance and other conditions are ideal. A solid single yellow 
line indicates that passing is not permitted.

Neither A nor B may pass.

A

B

A may pass, but B is 
prohibited from passing.

A

B
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4.8  Blind spots

All vehicles have a “blind spot” in the right and left 
rear corners. Your rear view mirror will not show a 
car in the lane next to yours when its front bumper 
is about even with or ahead of your rear bumper. If 
you rely solely upon your inside mirror and turn into 
another lane without looking over your shoulder 
you could collide with a vehicle travelling in your 
blind spot. Always check over your shoulder before 
changing lanes.

4.9  Passing

Many serious collisions are caused by improper passing. After deciding that it 
is necessary to pass and pavement markings permit, to avoid collisions, follow 
these steps:

1.	 Stay back. Often the habit of moving up closely behind a vehicle leads to 
collisions. Your view of the road ahead is obscured and it becomes necessary 
to cut out sharply to pass. When you do cut out, you may not have the time 
to pull in should there be an oncoming car.

2.	 Check ahead for oncoming vehicles or obstructions.
3.	 Check your rear view mirror for vehicles which may be overtaking you 

from behind.
4.	 Signal left.
5.	 Check your “blind spot” by looking back over your left shoulder.
6.	 Move left gradually.
7.	 Accelerate. (You are not permitted to exceed the posted speed limit).
8.	 Signal right after you have passed. Look over right shoulder.
9.	 Move right when you can see in your rear view mirror the headlights of the 

vehicle you have passed.
10.	 Resume your normal speed and cancel signal.

BLIND SPOT

BLIND SPOT
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Caution
When approaching at night use low beam headlights until you have started to pass.

If another driver wants to pass you and gives audible warning, you must give 
way by driving to the right and must not increase your speed until the driver 
has completed the passing procedure.

It is against the law to drive left of centre of the highway if you do not have suffi-
cient distance to permit overtaking and passing another vehicle to be completed 
safely. You must not prevent the safe operation of any vehicle; either the one 
you are passing or one approaching from the opposite direction.

In any event, it is illegal to pass or drive left of the centre of the highway on a 
curve or when approaching the crest of a hill where your view along the highway 
is obstructed within a distance of 150 metres (500 feet) or where the pavement 
markings prohibit.

When changing lanes, never move from one lane of traffic to another until you 
make certain that you can do so safely. This means that you must check oncoming 
traffic for safe clearance to the side of, ahead of and behind your vehicle and 
give the proper signal before changing lanes. 

4.10  Signalling

The law requires you to signal other drivers of your inten-
tion to stop or decrease the speed of your vehicle, turn 
to the left or the right, change from one lane of traffic 
to another lane of traffic, leave the roadway or set your 
vehicle in motion from a parked position.

Signals must be given by signalling devices, brake light 
or - in situations where the signaling device is not work-
ing - hand and arm. Give correct signals well in advance 
and in such a way as to be plainly visible to other drivers. 
Check your signalling devices frequently to ensure that 
they are working properly.

All signals shall be given at least 30 metres (100 feet) 
before making a turn.

LEFT TURN

RIGHT TURN

SLOW TO STOP
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4.11  Right of Way

The fact that you believe you should be granted 
the right of way does not necessarily relieve you 
from responsibility for a collision.

Before entering a highway you must yield the 
right of way to all vehicles approaching on the 
highway.

Before emerging from an alley, driveway or 
building in a business or residential district, you 
must stop your vehicle immediately prior to 

driving on the sidewalk or on the sidewalk area extending across any alleyway.

Before entering an alley, driveway or building or across a sidewalk, you must 
yield the right of way to pedestrians crossing the entrance to the alley, driveway 
or building or on the sidewalk at the point where your vehicle is crossing.

Intersection
When approaching an intersection you must 
yield the right of way to a vehicle which has 
entered the intersection.

When two vehicles enter an uncontrolled inter-
section (three or four way stop signs) at 
approximately the same time, you must yield 

to the driver on your right. If the intersection is controlled, the lights control the 
authority to proceed.

Left turn
The driver of a vehicle intending to turn to the 
left must yield to any vehicle approaching from 
the opposite direction which is within an inter-
section or so close as to constitute an immediate 
hazard. Keep wheels straight until ready to turn.
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Roundabouts
When driving in a roundabout (also referred to as a rotary or traffic circle) you 
must drive in a counter-clockwise direction. If you are approaching a roundabout, 
you must yield the right of way to traffic already in the roundabout and which 
is approaching so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard. Always respect 
the posted speed limit in a roundabout.

Steps for driving in a roundabout
1.	 Slow down and choose your lane in 

advance of the roundabout based on 
the directional arrows on signs and 
pavement markings.

2.	 Yield to pedestrians and 
bicyclists.

3.	 Yield to traffic already in 
the roundabout. Yield to 
both lanes if it is a multi-
lane roundabout.

4.	 Enter when there is a safe gap 
in traffic.

5.	 Do not change lanes while in a multi-lane 
roundabout.

6.	 Do not stop in the roundabout.
7.	 As you approach your exit, turn on your right turn signal.

Always give large trucks plenty of room in a roundabout as they need more space. 
Do not attempt to pass or drive side-by-side a large truck inside a roundabout.

4.12  Railway crossings

When the driver of a motor vehicle approaches a railroad crossing 
and notices the lights flashing or a flagman or a train dangerously 
close to the crossing, the driver must bring their vehicle to a stop 
not less than 5 metres (16 feet) from the nearest rail and shall not 
proceed until they can do so safely.

A driver must not drive their vehicle around any gate or barrier 
used to prevent vehicles from crossing the tracks.

In this diagram:
•	 B and C must yield to A.
•	 E must yield to D while  

F and D proceed.
•	 H must yield to G.
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In cases where traffic is heavy and slow, (i.e. city), a driver should never start to 
cross railroad tracks unless there is sufficient room across the tracks to accommo-
date the whole vehicle in order to prevent stopping across any part of the tracks.

All buses, vehicles carrying passengers for hire or any vehicle carrying an explo-
sive substance or flammable liquids as cargo are required to stop, listen and look 
in both directions before proceeding through a railway crossing. Be prepared 
to stop if you are following any of these types of vehicles.

4.13  Yield sign

The yield sign is placed at an intersection which 
does not require a stop sign but does require some 
control. You must yield the right of way to traffic 
in the intersection or approaching so closely as to 
constitute an immediate hazard.

4.14  Stop sign

A stop sign means you must bring your vehicle to 
a complete stop at the clearly marked stop line or 
at the nearest crosswalk (marked or not marked). If 
there is no painted crosswalk or stop line, stop just 
before entering the intersection, allowing room for 
a pedestrian to cross.

A stop sign means you must bring your vehicle to 
a stop:
A	 At a clearly marked stop line (image A)
B	 Before entering the nearest crosswalk, whether 

marked or unmarked (image B)
C	 At the edge of the travelled portion of the through 

street or highway where the driver has a view of 
approaching traffic on the intersecting highway 
(image C)

A

B

C
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4.15  Traffic control signals

Traffic control signals exhibiting green, amber and red lights or green arrow 
lights indicate the following:

Red light
You must bring your vehicle to a stop at a clearly marked stop line 
or, if none, before entering the nearest crosswalk or, if none, before 
entering the intersection. Unless a sign indicates otherwise, a right 
turn may be made on a red light provided the vehicle is first brought 
to a full stop and the right of way of pedestrians and other traffic is 
considered.

Red flasher light means STOP — a complete 
stop. The rule respecting a red flasher light is 
the same as that of a stop sign. After stopping, 
proceed only when the way is clear. 

Green light
Motorists and pedestrians may proceed unless a specific pedestrian 
light is in operation.

Yellow or amber light
Caution: red light coming up. If too close to stop safely or you have 
already entered the intersection, proceed with caution.

Yellow or amber flasher light means SLOW 
DOWN — and be extra careful of intersecting 
traffic, whether you have right of way or not. 
Proceed with caution.

Red light – Green arrow
This signal indicates that motorists may turn cautiously 
in the direction the arrow is pointing, after yielding to 
pedestrians and other traffic.
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Red or amber pedestrian light
Pedestrian lights in many places are designated by a red or amber 
light. All vehicles must stop until traffic light changes to green and 
then proceed cautiously after pedestrians have cleared the crosswalk. 
Pedestrians may proceed on walk signal.

A driver may cautiously turn right on a red light after signalling and stopping if 
pedestrian and vehicle traffic will permit, unless a sign prohibits this turn.

Green flashing traffic light
This is an advance green light which means you can turn left if it is safe to do so.

4.16  Peace Officer

When a Peace Officer is directing traffic and clearly directs you, regardless of 
signs or signals, follow the direction of the Peace Officer with caution.

4.17  Crosswalk guard

Crosswalk guards are authorized to stop traffic for pedestrians crossing at 
crosswalks only.

4.18  Turning at intersections

These are some of the rules for making 
safe, courteous and legal turns.
1.	 Prepare for the turn before you get 

there. Decide well ahead where you 
want to turn. If you are not sure, drive 
slowly until you can read the street 
signs or markers or decide in some other way the direction you wish to turn. 
Never make last minute turns; they are dangerous.

2.	 Move into the correct lane as soon as possible. You should move into the 
proper lane sooner if you are driving in fast moving and/or heavy traffic.

3.	 Look behind and on both sides to see where other traffic may be so that you 
can change lanes and make the turn safely.
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4.	 Signal your intention to change lanes and to turn.
5.	 To make the turn safely, slow down before you reach the crosswalk and 

complete the turn at the same speed at which you entered the intersection. 
Do not have the brake or clutch pedal pushed down while actually turning. 
Do not shift gears after entering the intersection.

6.	 Make the turn. This will be easy if you are in the proper lane and are travelling 
slow enough at the time you start the turn.

7.	 Finish the turn in the proper lane which is the lane nearest you.
8.	 If you are stopped in position to make a left turn and waiting for opposing 

traffic, do not turn the steering wheel to the left until you are sure you can 
complete the turn. If you are struck from the rear while stopped with the 
wheels turned to the left, your car may be pushed into opposing traffic and 
cause another collision.

Do not turn from a direct course unless the move is permitted and can be made 
with safety.

LEFT TURN LEFT TURN – TWO WAY ONTO ONE WAY
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Two-way left-turn lane
The two-way left turn lanes provide traffic from either direction an area to leave 
the main travelled portion of the street or highway to make a left turn.

To use these lanes position your vehicle 
(A) next to the two-way turn lane, signal 
your intention to turn left, and reduce 
your speed. Check traffic in all directions, 
including your left blind spot. When safe, 
move left into the two-way left turn lane. 
(B) as near as possible to the point at which 
the left turn will be made and (C) wait for 
a break in on-coming traffic. When safe, 
(D) complete your left turn.

These lanes also allow for left turns from 
a driveway (see arrow for car “E”).

Remember: Extreme caution should be 
used. Other vehicles may also be using this 
lane from the opposite direction. Some 

vehicles may block your view of on-coming traffic.

Caution: The two-way left-turn lane is NOT intended as a passing lane.

LEFT TURN – ONE WAY ONTO ONE WAYRIGHT TURN
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4.19  Passing on multi-lane streets

Always keep well to the right except when you intend to overtake and pass 
another vehicle or when you intend to make a left turn. Leave the right lane 
only when it is safe to do so.

4.20  Parking

When leaving a vehicle standing on a rural highway it 
must be moved off the paved or main travelled part 
of the roadway, unless the vehicle is so disabled that 
it cannot be moved.

It is an offence to park a vehicle on the pavement or 
main travelled portion of a highway if it can reasonably 
be parked elsewhere.

It is an offence to disregard a parking regulation sign. 
Under no circumstances can a vehicle be parked on 
a highway unless there are five metres (16 feet) of 
unobstructed roadway left for the free passage of other 
traffic and the parked vehicle can be clearly seen for 
a distance of 60 metres (200 feet) in each direction.

If your vehicle is stopped because it has broken down, 
you must take precautions to avoid collisions with 
other vehicles coming toward you.

Whenever a vehicle is left unattended, the front wheels 
should be turned to the curb or side of the highway 
and the parking brake must be effectively set.

Whenever you park a vehicle on a rural highway at 
night or whenever lights are required, you must have 
at least one white or amber light showing from the 
front on the roadway side of your vehicle and at least 
one red light showing from the rear on the roadway 
side of your vehicle.

PARKING ON A HILL

Uphill or downhill 
without curb: Steering 

wheel turned right.

Uphill with curb: Steering 
wheel turned left.

Downhill with curb: Steering 
wheel turned right.

SET PARKING BRAKE
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Parking regulations
A person is not permitted to stop, stand or park a vehicle, except when necessary 
to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with law or the directions of 
a peace officer or traffic-control device in any of the following places:
•	 on a sidewalk;
•	 in front of a public or private driveway;
•	 within an intersection;
•	 within 5 metres (16 feet) from the point on a curb opposite a fire hydrant;
•	 on a crosswalk;
•	 within 5 metres (16 feet) of a crosswalk at an intersection;
•	 within 10 metres (32 feet) upon the approach to any flashing beacon, stop 

sign or traffic control signal located at the side of a roadway;
•	 between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within 10 metres (32 feet) of 

points on the curb immediately opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless the 
local authority indicates a different length by signs or markings;

•	 within 15 metres (50 feet) of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing;
•	 within 10 metres (32 feet) of the driveway entrance to any fire station and on 

the side of a street opposite to any fire station within 25 metres (82 feet) of 
said entrance;

•	 alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when stopping, 
standing or parking would obstruct traffic;

•	 on the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the edge of a curb 
of a street;

•	 upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway or within a 
highway tunnel;

•	 at any place where official signs prohibit stopping;
•	 more than 50 centimetres (20 inches) from a curb;
•	 upon a provincial highway so as to interfere with snow ploughing operations.
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Parallel parking
Recent technological advances in newer vehicles provide helpful tools to make 
parallel parking and backing into a parking space easier. But it is always import-
ant to know how to park without these tools, as older vehicles are not equipped 
with backup cameras or audible signals. With practice, following these rules will 
make you skilled at the art of parking!

1.	 Signal your intention. 
Stop even with car 
parked ahead of parking 
spot and about one-half 
metre (1.5 feet) away 
from it.

2.	 Back slowly, turning the 
wheel sharply to the 
right.

3.	 Continue to back slowly 
and straighten your 
wheels.

4.	 When the front of your 
car passes the rear of 
car ahead, turn wheel 
to the left — sharply, 
then gradually — while 
backing and ensuring 
clear passage.

5.	 Straighten wheels and 
pull up to within 60 
centimetres (two feet) 
of car ahead and close 
to the curb (no further 
than 50 cm [20”] from 
the curb).



PART 4: TRAFFIC ON THE HIGHWAY — RULES OF THE ROAD

50 New Brunswick Driver ’s Handbook

4.21  Backing

Backing procedures should be completed at a speed no faster than a person 
walking quickly.

Backing procedures
1.	 Keep your foot on the brake pedal and 

select reverse gear.
2.	 Do a complete safety scan. Check over 

your shoulder for other vehicles or 
pedestrians and check your blind spot.

3.	 Get in the proper seating position (see 
photo).

4.	 Aim well into your intended path of 
travel.

5.	 Move slowly, controlling your vehicle 
with your right or left hand at the 12 
o’clock position on the steering wheel.

6.	 Continue to scan in all directions while backing.

4.22  Miscellaneous traffic provisions

Never carry more passengers in a vehicle than can be safely allowed. Passengers 
should never be seated in such a way that they obstruct the view of the driver 
or impede the safe operation of the vehicle. 

Coasting a vehicle with the transmission in neutral is prohibited.

No person may deposit any glass, nails, wire, cans or scraps of metals or any 
rubbish, refuse or waste upon any highway.

No person shall stop a vehicle to load or unload goods other than at the curb 
or shoulder of the roadway.

Passengers in vehicles
You must not stop a vehicle on the highway or street for the purpose of taking 
on or letting off passengers other than at the curb or side of the roadway. You 
must not permit a person to enter a vehicle while it is in motion.
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Riding in the back portion of a vehicle
No person shall operate a motor vehicle on a highway with a person riding on a 
portion of the motor vehicle that is not designed or normally used for carrying 
passengers unless:
•	 the motor vehicle is used in a parade that is approved by an appropriate 

governmental authority; 
•	 the motor vehicle is transporting persons who are working while being trans-

ported on the motor vehicle; or
•	 the motor vehicle is transporting persons to or from a worksite.

These rules also apply to trailers and semi-trailers hauled on a highway by a 
motor vehicle or a farm tractor.

Intersections and crosswalks
Except when preparing for a turn, do not enter an intersection or a marked 
crosswalk unless there is enough space in the roadway on the other side of 
the intersection for your vehicle to completely clear the intersection or marked 
crosswalk.

4.23  Pedestrians

The driver’s responsibility
As the driver of a vehicle you are required to yield the right of way to a pedestrian, 
which includes a person in a wheelchair, within a marked crosswalk or within 
an unmarked crosswalk at the end of a block, except at intersections where the 
movement of pedestrian traffic is being regulated by a peace officer or traffic 
control signs.

Whenever a vehicle has stopped at a marked crosswalk or at an intersection to 
permit a pedestrian to cross the roadway, it is an offence for the driver of any 
other vehicle approaching from the rear to overtake and pass the stopped vehicle.

The pedestrian’s responsibility
Every pedestrian, which includes a person in a wheelchair, crossing a roadway 
at any point other than within a marked or unmarked crosswalk at the end of a 
block, is required to yield the right of way to vehicles upon the highway.

At an intersection where traffic is controlled by traffic signals, it is an offence for 
a pedestrian to disobey the instruction of any traffic signal placed in accordance 
with the Motor Vehicle Act unless otherwise directed by a peace officer.
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Walk light – Pedestrian traffic facing this signal may 
only proceed in the crosswalk and all other traffic must 
yield the right of way to the pedestrian traffic.

Don’t walk – Pedestrian traffic facing this signal must 
not proceed across the intersection.

4.24  Traffic on the highway

Sharing the road
When driving, remember that there are many different users of our streets and 
highways. It is everyone’s responsibility to be aware and adjust to the presence 
and actions of others: passenger car drivers, truck drivers, motorcycle drivers, 
bicyclists, pedestrians, school bus drivers and emergency vehicle operators.

The safety of all road users is shared. The more we make ourselves aware of 
and accept this responsibility, the safer we will make our streets and highways.

Walking on the highway
Where sidewalks are provided a pedestrian shall not walk along or upon an 
adjacent highway.

When sidewalks are not provided any pedestrian walking along and upon a 
highway must, when practical, walk only on the left side of the roadway or its 
shoulder facing traffic which may approach from the opposite direction.
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Pedestrian safety
Pedestrians walking on unlighted highways after dark 
should carry a light or wear light coloured clothing.

In snow conditions, it is advisable to wear some dark 
clothing.

Retro-reflective material
Retro-reflective material can be seen at several hun-
dred metres away. This material reflects light from a 
vehicle’s headlights back towards the driver.

Thumbing rides
It is an offence for any person to stand in a roadway 
for the purpose of soliciting a ride from the driver of 
a private vehicle.

4.25  Horseback riding

Horseback riders and drivers of horse drawn vehicles 
are permitted to use streets and roadways unless 
restricted by signs.

The rider/driver should travel with traffic, as far to the 
right as possible, obey all signs and signals that apply. 
Riders should always observe stop signs and use the 
appropriate hand signals when crossing the road. It 
is not permitted to ride horseback on the sidewalk, 
to race the animal or to leave the horse unattended.

Remember, a horse is sometimes unpredictable. Be 
alert, slow down and give plenty of room until you 
have safely passed.

Wearing  
dark clothing

Carrying a  
hankerchief

Wearing  
medium clothing

Wearing retro- 
reflective material


