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John Peters Humphrey: Archived Resources

UN Archives and Records https://archives.un.org/, https://libraryresources.unog.ch/udhr

The Guide on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights provides links to relevant documents
related to the drafting process of the UDHR, and it highlights UDHR related materials and
collections housed at the UN Library at Geneva.

Nahum Gelber Law Library, John P. Humphrey United Nations Collection
https://www.mcgill.ca/historicalcollections/library-archival/nahum-gelber

The John P. Humphrey United Nations Collection is devoted to monographs and other material on
the United Nations, with a special emphasis on the international law of human rights. The
collection includes original UN documents on human rights (1946-1966) donated by Humphrey
after his retirement from the UN. It also includes materials purchased from Humphrey's generous
bequest to the Nahum Gelber Law Library.

McGill University Archives, John Peters Humphrey Fonds
https://archivalcollections.library.mcqill.ca/index.php/john-peters-humphrey-fonds

The fonds consists of correspondences, drafts of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
publications, conference materials, diaries, awards, photographs, and other materials.

Dag Hammarskjold Library https://www.un.org/en/library,
https://research.un.org/en/undhr/draftingcommittee

The website provides access to UN documentation related to the drafting of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. The documents are presented in chronological order, arranged
according to the various bodies that contributed to the draft of the UDHR. Also included are
biographies of the members of the Drafting Committee.

Canadian Museum for Human Rights https://humanrights.ca/story/universal-commitment

This page presents short bios of key figures whose contributions helped shape the development of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, including Humphrey. The site also features audio
recordings of Humphrey speaking about his early struggles with overcoming a physical disability,
as well as the changes that were made to his original draft of the UDHR.

Kings County Museum https://www.kingscountymuseum.com/

The Kings County Museum in Hampton, NB, features a display case of artifacts relating to
Humphrey.

John Peters Humphrey: Law, Human Rights, and Advocacy Exhibition, McGill University
https://www.mcqill.ca/library/channels/event/exhibition-john-peters-humphrey-law-human-
rights-and-advocacy-286059
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This 2018 exhibit explored the life of John Humphrey, including his personal story, his academic
journey, both as a student and a professor, and his professional career during and after his tenure
at the United Nations. It also featured a touch-table exhibit, where visitors could interact with
different materials from his life and listen to Humphrey’s audio clips.
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