Standards for Routine Immunization Schedules for Infants, Children, and Adults
in New Brunswick

Purpose: To establish comprehensive standards for the administration of publicly funded vaccines for
the routine immunization of infants, children, and adults in New Brunswick.

Preamble: Immunization remains one of the most successful, equitable, and cost-effective public
health interventions with minimal risk. Vaccines used in Canada are highly effective and extremely
safe, with serious side effects being rare. Immunization schedules across Canada are tailored based
on local epidemiology, which accounts for the variations observed between provinces. Following a
standard immunization schedule tailored to local epidemiology and evidence-based practice guidelines
maximizes the level of protection through immunization.

The standards outlined in this document are developed in alignment with the best practices and
recommendations from national health authorities, including the Canadian Immunization Guide and
updates from the National Advisory Committee on Immunization.

Guiding Principle: To ensure compliance with legislation and provincial immunization best practices,
the following document, Immunization Practice Standards in New-Brunswick must be used as an
accompanying standard within the broader New Brunswick Immunization Program Guide (NBIPG).

Standards:

1. Provide a Routine Immunization Schedule for All Infants, Childrens and Adults in New-
Brunswick:

e The New Brunswick Routine Immunization Schedule outlined in the NBIPG is the primary
schedule to follow for infants, children, and adults.

2. Accommodate Deviation from Routine Schedule:

¢ Routine vaccination schedules can be flexible, acknowledging that interruptions may occur
for various reasons without necessitating the restart of a vaccination series.

¢ If the routine schedule is interrupted or cannot be maintained, practitioners are to first refer
to the Canadian Immunization Guide: Delayed Immunization Schedules, consult with local
immunization coordinators or to seek guidance with their Regional Medical Officers of
Health.

¢ Individuals who miss their initial opportunity to receive a publicly funded vaccine remain
eligible to receive the vaccine at a later time, unless otherwise specified. This principle,
though generally referred to as "once eligible, always eligible," may have exceptions based
on changes in vaccine eligibility due to factors like seasonal availability, changes in
eligibility criteria or epidemic situation.
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