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General Information 
 

PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

The purpose of this document is to communicate to all Health Care Professionals 
administering influenza, pneumococcal, respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) and 
COVID-19 vaccines in New Brunswick, the essential technical vaccine information 
required for the respiratory season.   
 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF ALL IMMUNIZATION PROVIDERS 

All immunizers administering publicly funded vaccine shall ensure they have the 
necessary competencies to safety administer the fall respiratory vaccines according 
to the New Brunswick Immunization Program Guide (NBIPG): Immunization 
Competency Requirements for All Immunization Providers.   
 
Immunizers are also responsible to:  

• Report Adverse Events Following Immunizations (AEFI) to the local Regional 
Health Authority (RHA) Public Health as per the document: Reporting of 
Adverse Events Following  Immunization in New Brunswick and Reporting 
Adverse Events Following immunization  (Clinic Poster) .   

• Provide the client with proof of immunization as per Regulation 2009-136, 
section 14 under the Public Health Act.   

• Manage the vaccine cold chain and store vaccines as per the document: 
Vaccine Storage, Handling and Transportation for Publicly Funded Vaccines in 
New Brunswick and the Product Monograph.   

• Safely monitor clients post administration as per the document: 
Management of  Anaphylaxis and other Reactions following immunizations in 
Non-Hospital Settings.   

 

  

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/immunization-competency-frequirements-for-all-immunization-providers.pdf?random=1716574485340
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/immunization-competency-frequirements-for-all-immunization-providers.pdf?random=1716574485340
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/immunization-competency-frequirements-for-all-immunization-providers.pdf?random=1716574485340
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/NBIPG-standard3-8-e.pdf?random=1716980520582
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/NBIPG-standard3-8-e.pdf?random=1716980520582
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/NBIPG-standard3-8-e.pdf?random=1716980520582
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/AEFI_poster.pdf?random=1716574485340
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/AEFI_poster.pdf?random=1716574485340
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/AEFI_poster.pdf?random=1716574485340
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ag-pg/PDF/RegulationsReglements/2021/2021-67.pdf#:%7E:text=PUBLIC%20HEALTH%20ACT%20(O.C.%202021-243)%20Filed%20September%2017,
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/vaccine-storage-handling-and-transportation-for-publicly-funded-vaccines-in-nb.pdf?random=1750338800692
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/vaccine-storage-handling-and-transportation-for-publicly-funded-vaccines-in-nb.pdf?random=1750338800692
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/Anaphylaxis-Management.pdf?random=1716574485340
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/Anaphylaxis-Management.pdf?random=1716574485340
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/Anaphylaxis-Management.pdf?random=1716574485340
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BILLING PROCESS FOR PRACTITIONERS   

• Physicians and nurse practitioners are to refer to the Physicians Manual for 
billing practices specific to seasonal vaccines immunization.   

• Midwives are to refer to the Midwives’ Medicare Billing Manual.   
• Pharmacist claims are submitted under the New Brunswick Drug Plans -

Public Health Plan (Plan I). 
 

COADMINISTRATION OF VACCINES 

Influenza (*except FluMist), pneumococcal, RSV, COVID-19 or other vaccines can be 
co-administered (given at the same time) or at any time regardless of when each 
vaccine has been received. Health care professionals are encouraged to provide co-
administration, when possible, to maximize use of immunizer resources, improve 
uptake of all eligible vaccines, an ensure individuals are protected early in the 
respiratory season.  
 
FluMist, a live attenuated vaccine, can be administered concurrently with another 
live attenuated vaccine such as:    

• Measles, mumps, rubella (MMR)   
• Measles, mumps, rubella and varicella (MMRV)    
• Varicella (Var)   

   
If not given at the same time, another live vaccine should be administered at least 
four weeks before or after receiving FluMist.   
 

  

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/health/DrugPlans/TheNewBrunswickPrescriptionDrugProgram/publichealthplan.html
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STORAGE OF VACCINES 

All Health Care Professionals must refer to and store vaccines according to their 
Product’s Monograph.  
  
Providers must be properly equipped to ensure the integrity and effectiveness of 
vaccines (i.e., cold chain and other procedures) are up to standards. Vaccine 
efficacy is best assured when the number of times vaccines are handled and 
transported is minimized.  
  
Standards and policies related to vaccine transportation, storage and handling are 
located in the New Brunswick’s Immunization Program Guide (NBIPG) →Vaccine 
Storage, Handling and Transportation for Publicly Funded Vaccines in New 
Brunswick 
 

Resources   
• New-Brunswick’s Immunization Program Guide (NBIPG) 

 
 

  

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/ocmoh/for_healthprofessionals/cdc/NBImmunizationGuide.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/vaccine-storage-handling-and-transportation-for-publicly-funded-vaccines-in-nb.pdf?random=1755889775040
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/vaccine-storage-handling-and-transportation-for-publicly-funded-vaccines-in-nb.pdf?random=1755889775040
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/vaccine-storage-handling-and-transportation-for-publicly-funded-vaccines-in-nb.pdf?random=1755889775040
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/ocmoh/for_healthprofessionals/cdc/NBImmunizationGuide.html
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Vaccine Supply 
 

HOW TO ORDER VACCINES 

Each year, distribution is expected to begin in early October with 
administration starting mid-October. The exact launch date will be 
announced once vaccine delivery to the province is confirmed.   
   
Vaccination before the onset of the respiratory season is strongly preferred (in 
October or early November). Vaccine providers should use every opportunity to 
give any of the eligible vaccines during the current season, even after the disease 
activity has been documented in the community (ex. after April).   
   
As a vaccinator, carefully review the following table outlining the specific processes 
for ordering each vaccine individually.   
 
Process for Ordering Vaccines   

Immunization 
Provider  

Vaccine Type  Where to order  Delivery Notes  

Health Care   
Providers (HCP) 
serviced by a 
sub-depot for 
routine vaccine 
deliveries 
(Physicians, 
nurse 
practitioners, 
midwives, 
community 
health centers). 

Influenza  
 
Pneumococcal 
 
COVID-19 
 
RSV  
  

This group sends 
the Publicly Funded 
Vaccines / Biologics 
Order Form  to the 
applicable sub-
depots who will 
then enter orders 
in the Public Health 
Information 
Solution (PHIS) 
using the Product 
Requisition. 

Influenza, COVID-
19 and RSV are 
distributed from 
McKesson to sub-
depots for pick-up 
by HCP.  
Pneumococcal 
vaccine is 
distributed from 
Central Serum 
Depot (CSD) to 
sub-depots for 
pick-up.  

 
 

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/12266e-4-1-5-Public-Funded-Vaccine-letter-size-interactive.pdf?random=1756229720958
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/12266e-4-1-5-Public-Funded-Vaccine-letter-size-interactive.pdf?random=1756229720958
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/12266e-4-1-5-Public-Funded-Vaccine-letter-size-interactive.pdf?random=1756229720958
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Immunization 
Provider  

Vaccine Type  Where to order  Delivery Notes  

Health Care 
Providers NOT 
serviced  
by a sub-depot 
(Physicians, 
nurse 
practitioners, 
and midwives) 

 Influenza  
  
  

This group sends 
the 
Publicly Funded 
Vaccine Biologics 
Order Form to 
local Regional 
Public Health (RPH) 
Offices as per 
usual process. The 
RPH offices enters 
the  
orders in PHIS 
through the 
Product 
Requisition.  

The product is 
distributed from 
McKesson to RPH 
offices for pickup 
as per usual 
process.  

 Pneumococcal  

Order is placed 
through Central 
Serum Depot via 
the Publicly 
Funded Vaccine 
Biologics Order 
Form  

This product is 
distributed from  
Central Serum 
Depot. 

COVID-19 
 
RSV 

This group sends 
the orders to the 
Vaccine Operations 
Centre (VOC) at the 
following email 
address voc-
opsdesk@gnb.ca  

VOC will advise 
order details and 
pick up 
information 
via email 
confirmation.  

  

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/12266e-4-1-5-Public-Funded-Vaccine-letter-size-interactive.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/12266e-4-1-5-Public-Funded-Vaccine-letter-size-interactive.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/12266e-4-1-5-Public-Funded-Vaccine-letter-size-interactive.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/12266e-4-1-5-Public-Funded-Vaccine-letter-size-interactive.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/12266e-4-1-5-Public-Funded-Vaccine-letter-size-interactive.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/12266e-4-1-5-Public-Funded-Vaccine-letter-size-interactive.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/12266e-4-1-5-Public-Funded-Vaccine-letter-size-interactive.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/12266e-4-1-5-Public-Funded-Vaccine-letter-size-interactive.pdf
mailto:voc-opsdesk@gnb.ca
mailto:voc-opsdesk@gnb.ca
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Immunization 
Provider  

Vaccine Type  Where to order  Delivery Notes  

Licensed 
Nursing 
Homes and 
Non-Licensed 
Nursing 
Homes  
  
Extra Mural 
Program (EMP) 
for in home 
patients and 
residents of 
Adult 
Residential 
Facilities (ARF)  

Influenza  
 
RSV  
 
COVID-19 
 
Pneumococcal  

Nursing Homes (NH) 
and EMP send orders 
to the Vaccine 
Operations Centre at 
the following email 
address 
DHVaccLog@GNB.CA 
If ordering for a 
pharmacist to 
vaccinate, include 
pharmacy name and 
address.  

The products are 
distributed from 
McKesson to NH and 
EMP offices on the 
next scheduled 
delivery day. 

First Nation 
(FN) health 
care 
practitioners 
and 
community 
nurses  

  
Influenza 
 
COVID-19 
 
RSV 
 
Pneumococcal  
  

FN communities 
send the orders to 
the Vaccine 
Operations Centre at 
the following email 
address 
DHVaccLog@GNB.CA 

The products are 
distributed from 
McKesson to FN on 
the next scheduled 
delivery day. 

RHA Regional 
Public Health 
(PH) 

 Influenza 
 
COVID-19  

PH enters orders 
directly into PHIS 
through the Product 
Requisition.  
  
  

Influenza and 
COVID-19 are 
distributed from 
McKesson to PH on 
the next scheduled 
delivery day.   

mailto:DHVaccLog@GNB.CA
mailto:DHVaccLog@GNB.CA
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Immunization 
Provider  

Vaccine Type  Where to order  Delivery Notes  

Sub-depots   
(Ordering for 
distribution 
purposes)   

Influenza   
 
Pneumococcal 
  
COVID-19 
 
RSV   

Sub-depots enter the 
orders directly into 
the PHIS through the 
Product Requisition.   
   
   

Influenza/COVID-
19/ 
RSV are distributed 
from McKesson to 
Sub-Depot on the 
next scheduled 
delivery day.   
Pneumococcal 
vaccine is 
distributed from 
Central Serum 
Depot.   

Hospital 
pharmacies  
(For 
administration 
to patients and 
staff)   
   
Mental 
Health/ 
Addiction 
institutions 
and 
Correctional 
Facilities     

COVID-19 
 
Influenza  
   
RSV   

Sends the orders to 
the Vaccine 
Operations Centre at 
the following email 
address 
DHVaccLog@GNB.CA 
  

The product is 
distributed from 
McKesson   
to Hospital 
pharmacies, Mental 
Health/Addiction 
institutions and 
Correctional 
Facilities. 

Pneumococcal   

Order is placed 
through Central 
Serum Depot via the 
following form:   
Publicly Funded 
Vaccine Biologics 
Order Form   

The product is 
distributed from   
Central Serum 
Depot. 

 
  

mailto:DHVaccLog@GNB.CA
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/12266e-4-1-5-Public-Funded-Vaccine-letter-size-interactive.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/12266e-4-1-5-Public-Funded-Vaccine-letter-size-interactive.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/12266e-4-1-5-Public-Funded-Vaccine-letter-size-interactive.pdf
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Immunization 
Provider  

Vaccine Type  Where to order  Delivery Notes  

Community 
Pharmacies    

Influenza   
 
COVID-19 
 
Pneumococcal 
 
RSV   
   

Community 
Pharmacies are 
given an 
allocation in their 
pharmacy 
SharePoint site, 
which can then be 
adjusted if 
required. If 
allocation is 
increased, please 
email VOC to 
explain why an 
increase is 
required.   

The products are 
distributed from 
McKesson to 
pharmacy on next 
regular scheduled 
delivery day. NOTE: 
Matrix distributes 
influenza vaccine 
to Shoppers Drug 
Mart and Loblaw 
locations.   
McKesson 
distributes to all 
other pharmacy 
locations.   

  
  

HOW TO RETURN UNUSED OR EXPIRED VACCINES 

All unused or expired vaccines should be returned to the distribution centre from 
which you received your order:    

• If you received your vaccines from Central Serum Depot – submit your return 
through PHIS.   

• If you received your vaccines from a Sub Depot – return to your local sub 
depot where you received your vaccine.   

• If you received your vaccines from McKesson – fill out vaccine return form 
and send to voc-opsdesk@gnb.ca.   

• If you received your vaccines from a Public Health Office – return to local 
Public Health Office.   

We encourage anyone with questions to contact the Vaccine Operations Centre at: 
voc-opsdesk@gnb.ca.   

  

mailto:voc-opsdesk@gnb.ca
mailto:voc-opsdesk@gnb.ca
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HOW TO REPORT ADMINISTERED DOSES 

To meet Public Health Act regulations, all immunizers who administer publicly 
funded vaccines must document immunizations within one week of 
administration. This is achieved when this data is entered into the Public Health 
Information Solution (PHIS).   
   
As part of participation in delivery of influenza, pneumococcal, RSV and COVID-19 
vaccines, this data is necessary to accurately inform the Minister and New 
Brunswick population of the progress of not only the influenza campaign in a timely 
manner but other programs as well.   
   
This will be monitored to ensure participants are providing the required data at the 
specified time. Carefully review the following table outlining the specific processes 
for reporting each vaccine.   
 
 Note: If faxing is not an option, contact coviddataentry@gnb.ca for instructions on 
mailing the consents instead.   
  

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/ag-pg/PDF/RegulationsReglements/2021/2021-67.pdf
mailto:coviddataentry@gnb.ca
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Reporting Administered Vaccine Doses   

Immunization Provider  Vaccine Type  
Data Entry Process – 

Consent Form   

Health Care 
Practitioners   
(Physicians, nurse 
practitioners, midwives, 
community health 
centers)   

Influenza   
 
Pneumococcal 
 
COVID-19 
 
RSV   
   

Physicians/Nurse 
Practitioners/Midwives 
submit publicly funded 
immunizations to Medicare, 
which in turn sends them to 
PHIS on a weekly basis.   
   
OR   
   
Send the completed admin 
form to the PHIS data entry 
team at #1- 833-415-1830. 
On the cover sheet please 
specify the sender's details 
and the total number of 
consents being faxed.   
   
Please also email 
coviddataentry@gnb.ca to 
notify them that the 
consents have been faxed.   

  

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/vaccines/vaccine-admin-form-data-entry-phis.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/vaccines/vaccine-admin-form-data-entry-phis.pdf
mailto:coviddataentry@gnb.ca%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Immunization 
Provider  

Vaccine Type  
Data Entry Process – Consent 

Form   

Licensed Nursing 
Homes and Non-
Licensed Nursing 
Homes   
   
Hospital Inpatients 
Units   
   
Mental 
Health/Addiction 
institutions and 
Correctional 
Facilities   

Influenza 
 
Pneumococcal 
 
COVID-19 
 
RSV 

Send the completed admin 
form to the PHIS data entry 
team at #1- 833-415-1830. On 
the cover sheet please specify 
the sender's details and the 
total number of consents 
being faxed.   
   
Please also email 
coviddataentry@gnb.ca to 
notify them that the consents 
have been faxed.   

Extra Mural Program 
(EMP) (i.e., 
homebound clients 
and residents of Adult 
Residential Facilities)   

Influenza 
 
Pneumococcal 
 
COVID-19 
 
RSV     

Enter all administered 
immunizations into PHIS 
manually - EMP administrative 
support or the data entry 
staff.   

   

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/vaccines/vaccine-admin-form-data-entry-phis.pdf
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/vaccines/vaccine-admin-form-data-entry-phis.pdf
mailto:coviddataentry@gnb.ca%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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Immunization Provider  Vaccine Type  
Data Entry Process – Consent 

Form   

First Nation health 
care practitioners 
and community 
nurses   

Influenza 
 
Pneumococcal 
 
COVID-19 
 
RSV 
   

Immunizers enter immunizations 
manually into PHIS.   
OR   
If PHIS isn’t available, send the 
completed admin form to the 
PHIS data entry team at #1- 833-
415-1830. On the cover sheet 
please specify the sender's 
details and the total number of 
consents being faxed. 
   
Please also email 
coviddataentry@gnb.ca to notify 
them that the consents have 
been faxed.   

RHA Regional Public 
Health (PH) 

Influenza 
 
COVID-19  

All Public Health administered 
immunizations are entered into 
PHIS manually.   

Community 
Pharmacies (including 
sub-depot pharmacies 
for their own   
supply)   

Influenza 
 
Pneumococcal 
 
COVID-19 
 
RSV   
   

Immunizations are submitted to 
DIS. The immunization records 
get integrated into PHIS.   

  

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/vaccines/vaccine-admin-form-data-entry-phis.pdf
mailto:coviddataentry@gnb.ca%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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 Immunization 
Provider  

Vaccine Type  
Data Entry Process – Consent 

Form   

Hospital Employee 
Health Program   

Influenza  
 
COVID-19 

Send the completed admin form 
to the PHIS data entry team at 
#1- 833-415-1830. On the cover 
sheet please specify the sender's 
details and the total number of 
consents being faxed. 
Please also email 
coviddataentry@gnb.ca to notify 
them that the consents have 
been faxed.   

 
HOW TO REPORT VACCINE WASTAGE AND INVENTORY 

All Immunization providers are responsible to meet standards of inventory 
management as per this document: Vaccine Storage, Handling and Transportation 
for publicly Funded Vaccines.   
  
For influenza, COVID-19, pneumococcal and RSV vaccines, each site needs to 
keep a record of inventory (current number of doses and expiry) for all publicly 
funded vaccines and be prepared to report these when requested. PHIS user's 
complete monthly PHIS inventory.   

  

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/vaccines/vaccine-admin-form-data-entry-phis.pdf
mailto:coviddataentry@gnb.ca%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/vaccine-storage-handling-and-transportation-for-publicly-funded-vaccines-in-nb.pdf?random=1736771270986
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/vaccine-storage-handling-and-transportation-for-publicly-funded-vaccines-in-nb.pdf?random=1736771270986
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Influenza Vaccine Information 
Influenza vaccines are the best protection against influenza, and their benefits 
outweigh the potential risks following immunization.   
 

ELIGIBILITY FOR FREE INFLUENZA VACCINE   

All New Brunswick residents 6 months of age and older who do not have a 
contraindication to the vaccine. 

• Out-of-province students can get their influenza vaccine through student 
health services at their respective post-secondary institutions.   

• New residents and non-residents (including newcomers, refugees, and 
temporary foreign workers) without a Medicare card can get an influenza 
vaccine free of charge from a pharmacist, primary care provider, or public 
health.   

   
Vaccination is particularly important for some groups  

• People at high risk of severe disease, influenza-related complications, or 
hospitalization.   

• People capable of transmitting influenza to those at high risk.  
• People who provide essential community services (including health care 

workers)  
   
For more information refer to Vaccination of Specific Populations in the Canadian 
Immunization Program Guide.    
 

  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-3-vaccination-specific-populations.html
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2025-2026 INFLUENZA VACCINE PRODUCTS  

Standard-dose, egg-based trivalent inactivated influenza vaccine (IIV3-SD)   

Fluzone TIV   
DIN 02365707   

Sanofi Pasteur 
Ltd.   6 months to 64 years of age (under 65)  

Fluviral TIV   
DIN 02420686   GSK   6 months to 64 years of age (under 65)  

Live attenuated influenza vaccine (LAIV)   

FluMist* TIV   
DIN 02352621   

AstraZeneca 
Canada Inc.   

2-17 years old (under 18) who may be hesitant 
about traditional injections. 

Enhanced adjuvanted inactivated trivalent influenza vaccine (IIV-Adj)  

Fluad TIV   
DIN 02362384   Seqirus Ltd.   65 years and older 

   
*FluMist   
FluMist Trivalent Live Attenuated Influenza Vaccine is a vaccine administered as a 
nasal spray in both nostrils.   
 
It is important to respect the eligibility criteria as vaccine supply is based on specific 
cohort populations and if given outside the criteria, sufficient supply may not be 
available to give to those who may be hesitant about traditional injections.   
 
NOTE: For individuals aged two to eight years of age (less than nine years) receiving 
the seasonal influenza vaccine for the first time; and for whom the first dose was 
the FluMist, it is necessary to keep a second dose of FluMist readily available (i.e., 
kept on hand). Failing to do so may require a second dose via needle injection, 
contradicting the intended purpose for these children.    
 
Immunizers should wear gloves when administering the intranasal influenza 
vaccine because of an increased likelihood of contact with mucous membranes and 
bodily fluids during the procedure.   
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SIDE EFFECTS 

Reactions following immunization are generally benign and of short duration (fever, 
sore muscles, fatigue). Very rarely some individuals may have an allergic reaction to 
a component of the vaccines currently in use. See Canadian Immunization Guide – 
Safety and Adverse Events See Canadian Immunization Guide – Safety and Adverse 
Events   and New Brunswick Immunization Program Guide – Reporting Adverse 
Events Following Immunization 
 

WHO SHOULD NOT ROUTINELY RECEIVE INFLUENZA 
VACCINE  

Any influenza vaccines SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN to:   
• People under 6 months of age.   
• People who have had an anaphylactic reaction to a specific influenza vaccine, 

or to any of the components of a specific influenza vaccine, with the 
exception of egg.   

   
In addition to the above, FluMist should not be given to:   

• People with severe asthma (defined as currently on oral or high-dose inhaled 
steroids), active wheezing, or medically attended wheezing in the 7 days prior 
vaccination. People with a history of stable asthma or recurrent wheeze 
which is not active may receive FluMist.   

• Children less than 24 months of age.    
• Children 2 to 17 years of age who are taking long-term aspirin or aspirin-

containing therapy.    
• Pregnant individuals. They should be offered an inactivated flu vaccine 

instead; there are limited data for the use of FluMist in breastfeeding 
individuals.   

• People with a weakened immune system due to disease or medical 
treatment due to underlying disease and/or therapy. However, children living 
with stable HIV infection receiving antiretroviral therapy (ART) and with 
adequate immune function can receive FluMist.   

See Canadian Immunization Program Guide 
   
  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-2-vaccine-safety/adverse-events-following.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-2-vaccine-safety/adverse-events-following.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-2-vaccine-safety/adverse-events-following.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/NBIPG-standard3-8-e.pdf?random=1756209062317
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/NBIPG-standard3-8-e.pdf?random=1756209062317
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-10-influenza-vaccine.html#a10
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PRECAUTIONS FOR INFLUENZA VACCINE    

• Influenza vaccination should be postponed in people with serious acute 
illnesses until their symptoms have resolved.   

• People who have developed Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS) within 6 weeks of 
a previous influenza vaccination should not receive influenza vaccine unless 
another cause was found for the GBS.  
   

Precautions For Live Attenuated Vaccine (FluMist):   
• In the presence of significant nasal congestion or discharge that might 

impede delivery of FluMist to the nasopharyngeal mucosa,  
• For close contacts of people with severe immune compromising conditions 

since it has the potential for transmission,  
• When there is administration of antivirals active against influenza (e.g., 

oseltamivir, zanamivir.   
    
NOTE: Contraindications or precautions related to FluMist administration should 
not be used as a reason to withhold or delay immunization with an alternate 
vaccine. In such cases, a parenteral inactivated or recombinant influenza vaccine 
can be offered.   
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:   

 What are the vaccine components this year   

This year (2025-2026), trivalent vaccines contain 1 A(H1N1) strain, 1 A(H3N2) strain, 
and 1 influenza B strain from the Victoria-like lineage.   

 
Do Influenza vaccines contain thimerosal   

The multi-dose vial formulations of inactivated influenza vaccine that are 
authorized for use in Canada contain minute quantities of thimerosal, which is used 
as a preservative to keep the product sterile. Large cohort studies of administrative 
health databases have found no association between childhood vaccination with 
thimerosal-containing vaccines and neurodevelopmental outcomes, including 
autistic-spectrum disorders. All single dose formulations are thimerosal-free. 
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Refer to Vaccine Safety in Part 2 of the Canadian Immunization Guide (CIG) for 
additional information. From Statement on seasonal influenza vaccines for 2025–
2026 - Canada.ca    
 

Can people with egg or latex allergies receive an Influenza vaccine   

Egg or Latex allergy is not a contraindication for influenza vaccination.  See 
Canadian Immunization Guide Canadian Immunization Guide Contraindications 
and precautions.   
   
As with all vaccine administration, vaccine providers should be prepared with the 
necessary equipment, knowledge, and skills to respond to allergic reactions, 
including anaphylaxis.   
     
Can people who previously experienced Ocular Respiratory Syndrome 

(ORS) after receiving an Influenza vaccine be vaccinated   

People who have an occurrence or recurrence of ORS upon vaccination do not 
necessarily experience further episodes with future vaccinations. Individuals who 
have experienced ORS without lower respiratory tract symptoms may be safely 
revaccinated with influenza vaccine. Individuals who have experienced ORS with 
lower respiratory tract symptoms should seek medical advice.   
    
Can pregnant and breastfeeding individuals receive an Influenza vaccine   

All pregnant individuals should be offered seasonal influenza immunization 
annually. Vaccination of pregnant individuals has been shown to protect the 
pregnant person and protect against stillbirth and infants being born small for 
gestational age. Vaccination of household contacts and care providers of young 
infants should also be offered as vaccination protects infants for the first few 
months of life.  Seasonal influenza vaccine is safe for pregnant and breastfeeding 
individuals.    
   
NOTE: Pregnant individuals should not receive live attenuated vaccines. They 
should be offered an inactivated influenza vaccine instead.   
Breastfeeding individuals can receive either non-live or live attenuated influenza 
vaccines.   

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-2-vaccine-safety.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/vaccines-immunization/national-advisory-committee-immunization-statement-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-2025-2026.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/vaccines-immunization/national-advisory-committee-immunization-statement-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-2025-2026.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-10-influenza-vaccine.html#:%7E:text=to%20public%20health.-,Contraindications%20and%20precautions,-Influenza%20vaccines%20are
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-10-influenza-vaccine.html#:%7E:text=to%20public%20health.-,Contraindications%20and%20precautions,-Influenza%20vaccines%20are
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Can the Influenza vaccine cause Influenza illness   

Except FluMist, influenza vaccines do not contain live virus and therefore cannot 
cause influenza.   
   
FluMist vaccine contains live attenuated (weakened) viruses that do not cause 
influenza illness. The live attenuated (weakened) viruses are temperature sensitive, 
which means they are designed to only replicate at cooler temperatures found 
within the nose. The viruses cannot infect the lungs or other areas where warmer 
temperatures exist.   
   
Can you receive an Influenza vaccine before or after having 
donated/received blood or immune globulin   

Yes. Refer to Blood products, human immunoglobulin and timing of immunization: 
Canadian Immunization Guide - Canada.ca   
   
How soon following immunization does protection develop and how long 

does it last   

Protection from the seasonal influenza vaccine generally begins about 2 weeks 
after immunization and may last 6 months or longer.    
   

MORE INFORMATION ON INFLUENZA VACCINES  

• National advisory Committee on Immunizations: Statement on seasonal 
influenza vaccines for 2025–2026 - Canada.ca   

• Influenza vaccines: Canadian Immunization Guide    
• Influenza | immunizecanada  
• Drug Product Database for Product Monographs 

   
 

 
 

  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-1-key-immunization-information/page-11-blood-products-human-immune-globulin-timing-immunization.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-1-key-immunization-information/page-11-blood-products-human-immune-globulin-timing-immunization.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/vaccines-immunization/national-advisory-committee-immunization-statement-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-2025-2026.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/vaccines-immunization/national-advisory-committee-immunization-statement-seasonal-influenza-vaccines-2025-2026.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-10-influenza-vaccine.html
https://www.immunize.ca/influenza
https://produits-sante.canada.ca/dpd-bdpp/?lang=eng
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COVID-19 Vaccine Information 
New Brunswick’s recommendation on COVID-19 vaccines provides all health care 
professionals administering COVID-19 vaccines the essential technical COVID 
vaccine information. New Brunswick’s recommendations may differ from the 
National Advisory Committee on Immunizations (NACI), the Canadian Immunization 
Guide (CIG) chapter on COVID-19 vaccine, product monographs, and Health Canada 
authorized schedules.  
 

ELIGIBILITY FOR FREE COVID-19 VACCINE  

This fall 2025 (to summer 2026), New Brunswick residents 6 months and older 
(including those previously vaccinated and those who are unvaccinated) can receive 
a FREE COVID-19 vaccine.  
 
The COVID-19 vaccine is particularly important for people at high risk of exposure 
or severe infection, due to decreasing immunity and the different strains 
circulating.   
 
These individuals should be vaccinated: 

• Individuals aged 65 years and older 
• Residents of long-term care facilities 
• Those with underlying medical conditions* 
• Pregnant individuals 

 
These individuals should receive and are eligible for two doses of FREE vaccine (one 
in fall 2025 and a second dose in spring 2026): 

• Individuals aged 65 years and older 
• Residents of long-term care facilities 
• Moderately to severely immunocompromised 6 months and older*  

 
*Individuals are encouraged to discuss their individual risk with a health-care 
provider 

  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fpublic-health%2Fservices%2Fdiseases%2F2019-novel-coronavirus-infection%2Fguidance-documents%2Fsigns-symptoms-severity.html%23a3&data=05%7C02%7CDeborah.Viel%40gnb.ca%7C6cb24a1724aa4197dca308dde422d15c%7Ce08b7eefb5014a679ed007e38bfccee7%7C1%7C0%7C638917560385630243%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zq3%2B2AkKFt0HykXZ5M%2BeyxN3QUH9F%2BA0Gk%2Bozqm4Ciw%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fpublic-health%2Fservices%2Fpublications%2Fhealthy-living%2Fcanadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines%2Fpage-26-covid-19-vaccine.html%23a6.4&data=05%7C02%7CDeborah.Viel%40gnb.ca%7C6cb24a1724aa4197dca308dde422d15c%7Ce08b7eefb5014a679ed007e38bfccee7%7C1%7C0%7C638917560385663792%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NlF7YFCyXI4kivTQ5BjjMaFgenNdq0KAmEK6vJHHQh8%3D&reserved=0
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2025-2026 COVID-19 PRODUCTS  
 

Supplier Product Age Group Dose DIN 

 
 
 
Moderna 
Spikevax 
LP.8.1  

Multidose vial (MDV) 
6 months to 11 
years (less than 
12) 

25 mcg/0.25 
ml 

 
 
02541270 
  

MDV 
12 years and 
older 

50 mcg/0.5 
ml 

02541270 

Prefilled syringe (PFS) 
12 years and 
older 

50 mcg/0.5 
ml 

0255770 

 
 
 
Pfizer 
Comirnaty 
LP.8.1  

MDV 
gray cap and a label with 
a gray border  

12 years and 
older 

30mcg/0.3 
ml 

 
02541823 
  

PFS 
12 years and 
older  

30mcg/0.3 
ml 

02552035 

SDV Single dose vial 
(SDV) 
blue cap and a label with 
a blue border  

5 to 11 years (less 
than 12) 

10mcg/0.3 
ml 

02541858 
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Recommended Dosages and Intervals for Moderna Spikevax (LP. 8.1)  

  
Moderna Spikevax LP 8.1 

  
 

Age  

 
Vaccination 

History 

 
Number of 

doses 

 
Recommended interval 

in NB since last COVID-19 
vaccine or infection 

 
Dosage 

12 years and 
older 

Not previously 
vaccinated OR 

previously 
vaccinated 

1 dose At least 3 months 0.5 ml 

 
5 to 11 years 1 dose 

 
At least 3 months 

 
0.25 ml 

 
 

6 months to 4 
years  

(under 5 
years old) 

 
Not previously 

vaccinated 

2 doses at 
8-week 
interval 

 
Subsequent doses; 
At least 3 months  0.25 ml 

Previously 
vaccinated (1 

or more 
doses) 

1 dose At least 3 months 0.25 ml 

  
These suggested intervals from SARS-CoV 2 infection to COVID-19 vaccination are a 
guide and are based on immunological principles and currently available 
information. 
 
If the immunizers have queries on specific scenarios, they are recommended to 
consult the regional Medical Officer of Health (MOH).   
  
* National Advisory Committee on Immunizations (NACI) is now referring to a minimum interval 
between vaccine dose (of 3 months) to support flexibility in timing of vaccination programs by 
provinces and territories. As well, individuals/immunizers may consider delaying COVID-19 
vaccination for previously vaccinated individuals by 3 months if they have a recent test-confirmed 
SARS-CoV-2 infection. Vaccination remains safe for people who cannot determine whether they have 
contracted COVID-19 in recent months (If someone did not get tested through a lab test). Individuals 
without active symptoms, can get the vaccine. Consult with the regional MOH if needed.   
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Recommended Dosage and Interval for Pfizer Comirnaty (LP.8.1) 

 
Pfizer Comirnaty LP.8.1 

  
 

Age 
  

 
Vaccination 

History 

 
Number of 

doses 

 
Recommended interval 
in NB since last COVID-
19 vaccine* or infection 

 
Dosage 

 
12 years 

and older 

Not previously 
vaccinated OR 

previously 
vaccinated 

1 dose 3 months after infection 30 mcg/0.3 ml 

 
5 to 11 

years old 
Previously 
vaccinated 

1 dose 

At least 3 - 6 months 
after last dose of COVID-

19 vaccine; 3 months 
after infection 

10 mcg/0,3 ml 

 
 

SHOULD IMMUNOCOMPROMISED INDIVIDUALS RECEIVE 
ADDITIONAL DOSES   

Yes. It is recommended that individuals with certain immunocompromising 
conditions should consider getting vaccinated with additional doses against COVID-
19 vaccine. This helps to strengthen the immune protection of these individuals.    

Immunocompromised individuals, including those receiving immunosuppressive 
therapy, are at increased risk for prolonged infection and serious complications 
from SARS-CoV-2 infection according to the COVID-19 vaccines: Canadian 
Immunization Guide - Canada.ca.  

  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html#a6.4
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html#a6.4
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SIDE EFFECTS 

Common side effects, just like any other vaccine, are mild and temporary. They may 
include one or more of the following: pain, redness or swelling where the needle 
was given, tiredness, headache, muscle pain, joint pain, chills, fever. Approximately 
one-third of those who receive the immunization experience localized soreness at 
the injection site, which may last for up to two days.  
  
Rare and serious reactions may occur: 

• Anaphylactic hypersensitivity.  
• Myocarditis (inflammation of the heart muscle) and/or pericarditis 

(inflammation of the lining around the heart). Symptoms of 
myocarditis/pericarditis may include chest pain, shortness of breath, feeling 
of a fast or abnormal heartbeat. Advise clients to seek immediate medical 
care if they develop any of these symptoms.  Cases following mRNA COVID-
19 vaccination are consistently reported to have occurred: more often after 
the second dose, usually within a week after vaccination, more often in those 
12 to 29 years of age, more often in males. For adolescents and young adults, 
it should also be noted that the risk of myocarditis/pericarditis is lower with 
longer intervals between doses in the primary series. 

• Bell's Palsy (facial paralysis).  
 

WHO SHOULD NOT RECEIVE COVID-19 VACCINE  

Any COVID-19 vaccines SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN to:   
• Children under 6 months old.  
• People who have a serious acute febrile illness.  

 

PRECAUTIONS FOR COVID-19 VACCINES 

• People who have had a confirmed severe, immediate (4 hours or less 
following vaccination) allergic reaction after previous administration of an 
mRNA COVID-19 vaccine should consult a health care provider to consider 
risks and benefits before receiving another dose.  
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• People who have had myocarditis and/or pericarditis within 6 weeks of 
receiving a previous dose of an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine should have further 
doses deferred and consult with their health care provider. Further 
guidelines are available in the contraindications and precautions section of 
the COVID-19 vaccine Chapter: Canadian Immunization Guide - Canada.ca 

• People with a previous history of Multisystem inflammatory syndrome 
(MIS-C or MIS-A), vaccination or re-vaccination should be postponed until 
clinical recovery has been achieved or until it has been ≥ 90 days since 
diagnosis, whichever is longer.  

 

STORAGE FOR COVID-19 MDV 

 
Unpunctured vial shelf life  
 (prior to first use)  

Punctured vial  
(after first dose has been 
withdrawn)  

Moderna 
MDV  

50 days refrigerated (2-8°C)  
  
Or  
  
12 hours cool storage up to 
room temperature (8-25°C)  

Use within 24 hours of first puncture 
if (continuous) refrigerated (2-8°C)  
  
Or  
  
Within 12 hours if stored at room 
temperature   
(8-25°C).  
  
Cumulative time at room 
temperature should not exceed 12 
hours.  

Pfizer 
MDV  

70 days refrigerated (2-8°C)  
Use within 12 hours of first puncture 
and store between 2-25°C 

 
 

  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

What if I had a previous MRNA vaccine reaction 

Individuals who have had a serious or severe adverse events following 
immunization (AEFI) with an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine should consult their 
healthcare provider regarding re-vaccination. Depending on the nature of the AEFI, 
re-vaccination may be offered with the same vaccine or the same platform if a risk 
assessment deems that the benefits outweigh the potential risks for the individual 
and if informed consent is provided. Please refer to the COVID-19 vaccines chapter 
in the Canadian Immunization Guide for advice on re-vaccination.  
  
Individuals who are unable to receive an mRNA vaccine, should speak with their 
health care provider about treatment options, including the use of Paxlovid, to 
reduce the duration and severity of illness. Those individuals, especially if 
immunocompromised, should consider layering personal preventive measures, 
such as practicing hand hygiene, wearing a well-fitting mask, and improving indoor 
ventilation, to reduce the risk of infection from COVID-19.   
  
Please refer to the section on contraindications and precautions in the COVID-19 
vaccine Chapter: Canadian Immunization Guide - Canada.ca for clear instructions 
on how to proceed for people with confirmed or suspected allergies to components 
of COVID-19 vaccine.  
  
Are there “preferred” COVID-19 vaccine products  

There is no longer a product preference as all available products have good safety 
and efficacy profiles.  
  
Are previous COVID-19 vaccines interchangeable with the new vaccines  

All previous COVID-19 vaccine products are interchangeable, regardless of which 
product was previously received.  
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canada.ca%2Fen%2Fpublic-health%2Fservices%2Fpublications%2Fhealthy-living%2Fcanadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines%2Fpage-26-covid-19-vaccine.html&data=05%7C02%7Cnancy.macvicar%40novascotia.ca%7Cddff8c2f354e42f7d81808dcbd36e5e6%7C8eb23313ce754345a56a297a2412b4db%7C0%7C0%7C638593290685568638%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fu9jSwJc%2BWndEF0e0ZfhgPZC2AMDb6x0Mv1U1texs6o%3D&reserved=0
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html#a10.4
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html
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Where can I find COVID-19 vaccine extended expiration dates  

Once the manufacturer extends their shelf-life expiry date, the Vaccine Operation 
Center (voc-opsdesk@gnb.ca) will send out an email to notify all partners offering 
COVID-19 vaccines in New-Brunswick. Product updates are also shared by the 
Department of Health through the wide distribution email “Vaccine News” to 
partners.  
  
For those working directly with the PHIS (Public Health Information Solutions), 
extended expiry dates are updated automatically.  
  
All manufacturers also include the extended shelf-life expiry dates on their 
manufacturer’s website.  
  
PLEASE NOTE: shelf-life extensions can be found on the Canadian Vaccine 
Catalogue website by searching lot information. It is updated monthly by Health 
Canada.  
  
Do the new COVID-19 vaccines contain any new ingredients  

No. The formulations from all COVID-19 vaccine manufacturers are not new 
vaccines. The antigen has been updated; all other ingredients remain consistent.  
  
Can people with allergies to a component of the vaccine receive a COVID-19 

vaccine  

Yes. There is now sufficient evidence regarding allergies, hypersensitivities, and 
contraindications related to COVID-19 vaccines. Individuals with allergies may still 
receive a COVID-19 vaccine.   
  
Please refer to the section on contraindications and precautions in the COVID-19 
vaccine Chapter: Canadian Immunization Guide - Canada.ca for clear instructions 
on how to proceed for people with confirmed or suspected allergies to components 
of COVID-19 vaccine.  
 

mailto:voc-opsdesk@gnb.ca
https://nvc-cnv.canada.ca/en/vaccine-catalogue
https://nvc-cnv.canada.ca/en/vaccine-catalogue
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html#a10.4
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html
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Can people who previously experienced myocarditis and/or pericarditis 

receive a COVID-19 vaccine  

People who have had myocarditis and/or pericarditis within 6 weeks of receiving a 
previous dose of an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine should have further doses deferred 
and consult with their health care practitioner. Further guidelines are available in 
the contraindications and precautions section of the COVID-19 vaccine Chapter: 
Canadian Immunization Guide - Canada.ca.  
   
Can pregnant and breastfeeding individuals receive COVID-19 vaccine  

Yes. It is recommended that all pregnant and breastfeeding individuals receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine, as evidence demonstrates these populations are at higher risk of 
complications from SARS-CoV-2.  
  
Can the COVID-19 vaccine cause SARS-CoV-2 illness  

No. COVID-19 vaccines cannot cause SARS-CoV-2.  
  
How soon following COVID-19 immunization does protection develop and 
how long does it last  

Protection from the COVID-19 vaccine typically begins 10 to 14 days after 
immunization and may last 6 months or longer.  
  
I made an error while administering a COVID-19 vaccine: Site/Route, 

Dosage, Interval, Storage or Other Deviation. What should I do  

For guidance on the appropriate actions to take specifically following a COVID-19 
vaccine error/deviation of administration (ex: valid or not valid, repeat the dose 
or not, and etc.), please refer to the following reference: COVID-19 vaccines: 
Managing vaccine administration errors or deviations - Canada.ca  
 
Immunizer must also report all errors or near miss incidents in accordance with the 
New Brunswick Immunization Program: Management of Vaccine Administration 
Errors or deviations for all immunizers in order to capture the information in PHIS.  
 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/guidance-documents/quick-reference-guide-covid-19-vaccines/managing-administration-errors-deviations.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/guidance-documents/quick-reference-guide-covid-19-vaccines/managing-administration-errors-deviations.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/guidance-documents/quick-reference-guide-covid-19-vaccines/managing-administration-errors-deviations.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/management-of-vaccine-errors-and-deviation-for-all-immunizers.pdf?random=1736771476867
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/management-of-vaccine-errors-and-deviation-for-all-immunizers.pdf?random=1736771476867
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Once vaccinators have understood what type of error occurred with the COVID-19 
vaccine, they must also, in accordance with routine vaccination practices:  
  

• Inform the client of the vaccine administration error as soon as possible after 
the error is identified:  

• The client should be informed of any implications/ recommendations 
for future doses, and possibility for local or systemic reactions and 
impact on the effectiveness of the vaccine (if applicable and as 
known).  

• If the client is under the care of a healthcare provider, the healthcare 
provider should be notified as well.  

• If the error results in an adverse event following immunization (AEFI), 
complete an AEFI form  and submit it to the local public health office.   

 
Is the vaccine effective protection against post-COVID-19 Condition (PCC) 

To the extent that vaccination prevents infection, it also prevents PCC. As well, 
people who are vaccinated with two doses and then become infected likely have 
additional protection against PCC compared to those who are not vaccinated. 
Limited studies did not suggest an impact of pre-infection vaccination on PCC in 
children. The impact of COVID-19 vaccinations on PCC continues to be monitored 
through emerging literature.  
 

PROCESS FOR PHYSICIANS AND NURSE PRACTITIONERS TO 
BEGIN ADMINISTERING COVID-19 VACCINES  

Storage and handling requirements for Covid-19 vaccine have become more 
manageable. Vaccine acceptance is increased when healthcare providers 
recommend immunizations. Interested physicians and nurse practitioners are 
advised to place orders with the Vaccine Operations Centre (VOC) voc-
opsdesk@gnb.ca who will arrange distribution.  
   

  

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/NBIPG-appendice5-0-e.pdf?random=1756213597505
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/Epidemiology/NBAEFIFormE.pdf?random=1756213597505
mailto:voc-opsdesk@gnb.ca
mailto:voc-opsdesk@gnb.ca
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MORE INFORMATION ON COVID-19 VACCINES 

All information is available on the COVID-19 vaccines and treatments portal 
(canada.ca) website. This link will ensure that you always have the most up-to-date 
product monograph.  

• COVID-19 vaccines (gnb.ca)  
• COVID-19 vaccine: Canadian Immunization Guide - Canada.ca  
• Vaccines for COVID-19 - Canada.ca  
• National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI): Statements and 

publications - Canada.ca  
• COVID-19 Information for the Public | immunizecanada  
• Drug Product Database for Product Monographs 

 

  

https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/
https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/corporate/promo/vaccines-and-immunization/sars-cov-2-vaccines.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-26-covid-19-vaccine.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/vaccines.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci.html
https://immunize.ca/covid-19-info
https://produits-sante.canada.ca/dpd-bdpp/?lang=eng
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RSV Vaccine for Adults Information 
   
Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) infection is a major cause of lower respiratory tract 
illness. In Canada, RSV outbreaks typically occur from fall to early spring. While 
most individuals experience mild symptoms and recover quickly, some may 
develop severe infections requiring hospitalization.   
 
RSV can affect anyone, but certain groups are at higher risks for complications. 
These include the elderly, immunocompromised individuals, those with chronic 
illnesses, premature infants, babies under 6 months old, and young children. 
Additionally, co-infection with other respiratory illnesses may increase the risk of 
complications.   
 

ELIGIBILITY FOR ADULT RSV VACCINE IN NEW BRUNSWICK 

Immunization program for adults.  The RSV vaccine is not an annual vaccine like 
influenza or COVID19. Only a single dose is needed in adulthood.   

• All individuals 75 years of age and older living in the community.  
• Indigenous people aged 60 years of age and older. 
• Individuals 60 years of age and older: 

• living in long-term care sector (adult residential facility or nursing 
home).    

• hospitalized receiving alternate level of care (ALC) waiting for a 
placement in long-term care sector (adult residential facility or nursing 
home).    

• hospitalized in rehabilitation units within hospitals (or specific rehab 
centers) due to an acute illness or injury as well as those hospitalized 
in acute care beds awaiting transfer to these units or centers.  
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RSV ADULT PRODUCT 

Supplier Product name  DIN  
Pfizer  Abrysvo   02544040  

 

SIDE EFFECTS 

Reactions are generally mild and last one to two days. Common reactions may 
include soreness, redness, rash (for children receiving monoclonal antibody) and 
swelling where the injection was given. Fever may also occur.    
   
With any immunization, there is an extremely rare possibility (less than one in a 
million people) of a life-threatening allergic reaction called anaphylaxis. For this 
reason, it is important to remain in the clinic for 15 minutes following the 
immunization. Signs of this reaction may include rash, difficulty breathing, or 
swelling of the throat, tongue, or lips. This reaction can be treated. Any unexpected 
or serious reaction should be reported to your healthcare provider.   
   
In clinical trials and subsequent studies conducted on the RSV vaccine for adults, 
very rare cases of Guillain-Barré syndrome have been reported. It is unclear 
whether the vaccine caused these events.  The safety of these vaccines will continue 
to be monitored.   
 

WHO SHOULD NOT RECEIVE RSV VACCINE FOR ADULTS 

This vaccine should not be given if the client had a life-threatening reaction to a 
previous dose or to any part of the vaccine or its container. Always refer to product 
monograph.   
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Is the vaccine safe and effective   

RSV vaccines are authorized by Health Canada and recommended by the National 
Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI). RSV vaccines have been shown to be 
safe and demonstrated high effectiveness in preventing severe disease from RSV.   

• Evidence supports the use of a single dose of RSV vaccine to help prevent 
RSV disease in adults 60 years of age and older.    

• Studies show multi-year protection. As such, one dose is needed. The timing 
for subsequent doses is currently unknown. Studies are ongoing to 
determine how long the vaccines provide protection.   

   
 

MORE INFORMATION ON RSV VACCINE FOR ADULTS 

• Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) vaccines: Canadian Immunization Guide - 
Canada.ca   

• NACI statement on the prevention of respiratory syncytial virus disease in 
older adults    

• Drug Product Database for Product Monographs 
 

 

  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/respiratory-syncytial-virus.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/respiratory-syncytial-virus.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/vaccines-immunization/national-advisory-committee-immunization-statement-prevention-rsv-disease-older-adults.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/vaccines-immunization/national-advisory-committee-immunization-statement-prevention-rsv-disease-older-adults.html
https://produits-sante.canada.ca/dpd-bdpp/?lang=eng
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Pneumococcal Vaccine Information 
Invasive pneumococcal disease (IPD) is caused by infection with the bacteria 
Streptococcus pneumoniae. Pneumococcal infection can lead to; pneumonia 
(infection of the lungs), otitis media (infection of the middle ear) and meningitis 
(infection of the membranes around the brain and spinal cord). It is one of the 
leading causes of illness, hospitalization, and death worldwide.   
 
This infection is more common in young children, older adults, and individuals 
whose underlying medical or living conditions put them at higher risk of contracting 
the disease. People with certain health problems or who are immunocompromised 
are at higher risk of invasive pneumococcal disease. The best way to protect 
yourself and others is by getting vaccinated.   
 

ELIGIBILITY FOR FREE PNEUMOCOCCAL VACCINE IN NEW 
BRUNSWICK   

Routine immunization for adults   
All adults ≥ 65 years of age who have never previously received a dose of Pneu-P-23 
vaccine since turning 65 years can receive one dose of Pneu-C-20.  

• If a dose of Pneu-P-23 vaccine was received ≥ 65 years of age, they are not 
eligible to receive a dose of Pneu-C-20.   

   
Adults at increased risk of invasive pneumococcal disease (refer to Eligibility 
Criteria Table for Publicly Funded Vaccines/Biologics in New Brunswick for specific 
conditions and timing)    

• Individuals ≥18 years with eligible conditions who have never received an 
adult dose of pneumococcal vaccine can receive one dose of Pneu-C-20.     

• Individuals ≥18 years with eligible conditions and previously vaccinated with 
Pneu-C-13 and Pneu-P-23 can receive a dose of Pneu-C-20 at least one year 
after the last dose of Pneu-P-23.    

• Individuals ≥18 years with eligible conditions and previously vaccinated only 
with Pneu-P-23 can receive a dose of Pneu-C-20 at least one year after their 
dose Pneu-P-23.   

• Individuals ≥18 years with eligible conditions and previously vaccinated with 
Pneu-C-13 only, can be given a dose of Pneu-C-20 at least one year after the 

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/eligibility-criteria-table-for-publicly-funded-vaccines-and-biologics-in-nb.pdf?random=1756209508714
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/dam/gnb/Departments/h-s/pdf/en/CDC/HealthProfessionals/eligibility-criteria-table-for-publicly-funded-vaccines-and-biologics-in-nb.pdf?random=1756209508714
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last dose of Pneu-C-13. However, a minimum interval of 8 weeks is needed 
between Pneu-C-13 and Pneu-C-20. (This eight-week interval applies to cases 
requiring accelerated protection due to high-risk conditions; the general 
recommendation is one year).    

• Individuals ≥18 years newly admitted to a long-term care facility:     
• If they have never received Pneu-P-23 - Give Pneu-C-20   
• If they have already received Pneu-P-23 -Do not give Pneu-C-20    
• If Pneu-P-23 was given before 65 years of age, individual will be eligible for 

Pneu-C-20 once they turn 65 years old (one dose only).    
• Note: Another dose of Pneu-C-20 is not required upon admission if a 

previous dose of pneumococcal vaccine (whether Pneu-P-23 or Pneu-C-
20) was given prior to admission.    

• Hematopoietic stem cell transplant recipients (HSCT) can receive a 3+1 dose 
schedule. The timing should be determined in consultation with the 
transplant specialist. (Refer to Canadian Immunization Guide).   

 

  

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-16-pneumococcal-vaccine.html#hsct
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PNEUMOCOCCAL ADULT PRODUCT 

Note that Pneumovax 23 is no longer used as a publicly funded vaccine in NB. 
Pneumococcal polysaccharide vaccine is less immunogenic than pneumococcal 
conjugate vaccine. Following immunization with Pneu-P-23 vaccine, antibody 
concentrations begin to decline after 5 years in immunocompetent individuals. 
Therefore Pneumococcal 20-valent conjugate is preferred.   
   

Supplier  Product name  DIN   

Pfizer  
Pneumococcal 20-valent conjugate (Prevnar 
20) 

02527049  

 

SIDE EFFECTS 

Reactions to the vaccine are mild and last one to two days. Common reactions to 
the vaccine may include soreness, redness and swelling where the vaccine was 
given. Fever may also occur. Anaphylactic hypersensitivity reactions occur rarely.   
 

WHO SHOULD NOT RECEIVE PNEUMOCOCCAL VACCINE 

This vaccine should not be given if the client had a life-threatening reaction to a 
previous dose or to any part of the vaccine or its container. Always refer to product 
monograph.   
 

MORE INFORMATION ON ADULT PNEUMOCOCCAL 
VACCINE 

• Pneumococcal conjugate 20-valent (Pneu-C-20) vaccine 
• Pneumococcal vaccine: Canadian Immunization Guide - Canada.ca   
• Pneumococcal disease (gnb.ca)   
• Drug Product Database for Product Monograph 

https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/corporate/promo/vaccines-and-immunization/pneumococcal.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/page-16-pneumococcal-vaccine.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/ocmoh/cdc/content/Pneumococcal_disease.html
https://produits-sante.canada.ca/dpd-bdpp/?lang=eng
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