Eligibility Criteria Standards for Publicly Funded Vaccine and Biologics in New Brunswick

Purpose: Provide updated standards for administering publicly funded vaccines and biologics,
ensuring the intended use of products distributed by the Department of Health Public Health Branch.

Preamble: Each year, Public Health through its provincial Immunization Advisory Committee conducts
a review of the New Brunswick Immunization Program and evaluates the current vaccines,
immunization schedules, and introduction of new vaccines. During this review, many factors are taken
into consideration to help inform decision-making, including scientific research, recommendations from
expert groups, burden of disease, program delivery, cost-effectiveness, fiscal restraints, and
competing priorities within the department.

The Public Health Branch also reviews provincial disease epidemiology, best evidence including
recommendations from the National Advisory Committee on Immunization [NACI] and the Canadian
Immunization Committee [CIC]), schedules in other jurisdictions, and available funding.

Guiding Principle: To ensure compliance with legislation and provincial immunization best practices,
the following document, Immunization Practice Standards in New-Brunswick must be used as an
accompanying standard within the broader New Brunswick Immunization Program Guide (NBIPG).

Standards:
1. Publicly Funded Vaccines and Biologics in New Brunswick must be Provided for:

Routine programs for infants, children, and adults.

Targeted programs for high-risk individuals.

Communicable disease management.

In areas of concern or outbreaks, in consultation with the Medical Officer of Health (MOH),
publicly funded vaccines may be made available depending on the specific public health
need and the epidemiological evidence. Approval for, and confirmation of vaccine supply
must be confirmed with Department of Health Public Health Branch.

2. Publicly Funded Vaccines are Free-of-Charge to Residents of New Brunswick:

e Vaccines listed in our NB Immunization Program are provided free-of-charge to individuals
who are registered with New Brunswick Medicare.

3. Publicly Funded Vaccines May Be Provided to Non-Residents Under the Following
Conditions:

e Toindividuals who have begun an immunization series in another province or territory
under a publicly funded program but have not yet completed it (pending product
availability).
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e Outbreak or pandemic management.

e Managing contacts as part of intervention strategies for cases or outbreaks.

e Prevention of communicable diseases in high-risk populations, including immigrants,
refugees, and vulnerable individuals (i.e., Unhoused individuals).

4. Publicly Funded Vaccines Are Provided to Uninsured Visitors (those who live, work,
and/or study in New Brunswick for an extended period and who are not registered with
New Brunswick Medicare):

e To international students engaged in internships within the healthcare sector.

e The healthcare provider must (in consultation with the Regional Medical Officer of Health)
determines there to be a public health need as mentioned in the above standard #3, or for
certain health care internships to support the health system:

o Administration fees may still apply.

o Whenever possible, visitors must make every effort to obtain their immunizations
before arriving in New Brunswick.

5. Publicly Funded Vaccines Are Not Provided Where Required to Meet Third-Party
Demands, such as:

e Educational, occupational or travel requirements, or for individual clinical care. Vaccines

and biologics for these purposes must be obtained through other sources and cannot be
purchased from the Central Serum Depot (CSD).
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