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Social Workers 
Pathway to Registration for Internationally  
Educated Health Professionals (IEHP) 

 

Social Workers are regulated 

health professionals in New 

Brunswick. This means that you 

must register with the New 

Brunswick Association of Social 

Workers (NBASW)—the regulatory 

authority—to be authorized to 

practice and to use the titles of 

Social Worker and Registered 

Social Worker (R.S.W.).

Social Workers help individuals, couples, families, groups, 

communities and organizations develop the skills and resources 

they need to enhance social functioning and provide 

counselling, therapy and referral to other supportive social 

services. Social Workers also respond to other social needs and 

issues such as unemployment, racism and poverty. They are 

employed by hospitals, school boards, social service agencies, 

child welfare organizations, correctional facilities, community 

agencies, employee assistance programs and Aboriginal band 

councils, or they may work in private practice.1

 

 

Step 1 - Academic Credentials: The minimum education requirement in New Brunswick is a Bachelor 

of Social Work degree from a program accredited by the Canadian Association for Social Work 

Education (CASWE), or from a United States (US) program that is accredited by the Council on Social 

Work Education. Individuals educated outside Canada or the US must have their credentials evaluated 

by the Canadian Association of Social Workers (CASW). Details on the process and current fees can be 

found here. 

Step 2 - Language Proficiency: Although the NBASW does not have a language proficiency 

requirement for registration, most employers require Social Workers to have language proficiency in 

either English or French.2 

  

 
National Occupational Classification (NOC) definition.

2 English and French are the official languages of New Brunswick. 

For work opportunities and other information, visit NBHealthJobs.com or NBjobs.ca. 

https://www.nbasw-atsnb.ca/become-a-member-new/
https://www.nbasw-atsnb.ca/become-a-member-new/
https://www.nbasw-atsnb.ca/become-a-member-new/
https://caswe-acfts.ca/
https://caswe-acfts.ca/
https://www.cswe.org/accreditation/about/directory/?
https://www.cswe.org/accreditation/about/directory/?
https://www.casw-acts.ca/en/what-we-do/assessment-international-credentials
https://www.casw-acts.ca/en/internationally-educated/assessment-international-credentials
https://noc.esdc.gc.ca/Structure/NocProfile?objectid=tSTi2%2BpjUk0HoU3hJmY3gqR3hqryvZMrHtr1Uk4INnA%3D
https://nbhealthjobs.com/health-professions/social-worker/
https://www.nbjobs.ca/occupations/occupational-profiles/41300/Socialworkers
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Once all the steps in Part 1 are complete you may initiate registration with the NBASW. 

Step 3 – Practicing Member: You may become a Practicing Member with the NBASW by completing 

the application form, providing the necessary supporting documentation, and paying the fees. Details 

and fees can be found here. 

 

 

The total fees to become fully registered will be approximately $910 CAD. 

Processing times for each organization begins when all necessary documentation is received. The 

academic credential process generally takes between 6-12 weeks, and it can take 3-6 months to 

become fully registered. 

 

Working in Canada 

To be legally entitled to work in Canada, you must possess documentation showing that you are either 

a Canadian citizen, a permanent resident of Canada, or hold a valid work permit. For assistance with 

immigration, please visit Immigration New Brunswick. 

Other Professional Organizations (not referenced above) 

• Canadian Council of Social Work Regulators 

 
Fee and timeline estimates are as of March 2024. Individual situations may increase costs and timelines—some examples include: 

document translation into English or French, international couriers, document notarization, any professional liability insurance 

requirements, etc.

Navigation Services: To obtain assistance through the process, connect with your 

health professions navigator at NBHealthJobs.com. 

Pre-arrival: You may begin your credential assessment with CASW, before you arrive 

in Canada. 

https://www.nbasw-atsnb.ca/assets/Uploads/SW-1.-Application-Package-EN.pdf
https://www.casw-acts.ca/en/internationally-educated/assessment-international-credentials-questions-and-answers#how-long-will-the-assessment-take?
http://www.gnb.ca/immigration
https://ccswr-ccorts.ca/
https://nbhealthjobs.my.site.com/IEHPContact/s/?language=en_US

