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Physiotherapists 
Pathway to Registration for Internationally Educated 
Health Professionals (IEHP) 
 

Physiotherapists are regulated health 

professionals in New Brunswick. This means 

you must register with the College of 

Physiotherapists of New Brunswick 

(CPTNB)—the regulatory authority—to be 

authorized to practice and to use the titles of 

“Physiotherapist” or “Physical Therapist” and 

the designation “PT”.

Physiotherapists assess clients and plan and carry 

out individually designed treatment programs to 

maintain, improve or restore physical functioning and 

mobility, alleviate pain and prevent physical 

dysfunction in clients. They are employed in 

hospitals, clinics, industry, sports organizations, 

rehabilitation centres and extended care facilities, or 

may work in private practice.1

 

Step 1 – Academic Credentials: The minimum educational requirement in Canada is a university-level 

degree accredited by Physiotherapy Education Accreditation Canada (PEAC) incorporating at least 1025 

hours of supervised clinical practice which must include a minimum of: 

• 100 hours in musculoskeletal; 

• 100 hours in neurological; and  

• 40 hours in cardiorespiratory conditions. 

Physiotherapists educated outside of Canada must have their academic credentials assessed for 

equivalency by the Canadian Alliance of Physiotherapy Regulators (CAPR) by completing the application 

form, paying the fee, and submitting the required supporting documentation. Current fees can be 

found here. 

Step 2 - Language Proficiency: All Physiotherapists must be fluent in either English or French2. Unless 

you are explicitly exempt, a language proficiency test is required—see CAPR language requirement . 

Third party testing fees may apply. 

Step 3 - Examination: The Physiotherapy Competency Examination (PCE) administered by CAPR must 

be passed to become eligible for registration. The exam may be taken online through remote 

proctoring, or at an available test centre location. Current fees can be found here. Successful 

completion of a course on the Knowledge of the Practice of Physiotherapy within the Canadian Healthcare 

System is also required. This course is offered by several CAPR approved institutions for a fee. 

  

 

National Occupational Classification (NOC) definition.

For work opportunities and other information, visit NBHealthJobs.com or NBjobs.ca. 

https://cptnb.ca/language/en/international-registrations/
https://cptnb.ca/language/en/international-registrations/
https://cptnb.ca/language/en/international-registrations/
http://www.peac-aepc.ca/
https://alliancept.org/internationally-trained/
https://alliancept.org/internationally-trained/applying-for-credentialing/fees-payment/
https://alliancept.org/internationally-trained/credentialing-overview/language-requirement/
https://alliancept.org/competency-exam/
https://alliancept.org/competency-exam/apply-for-exam/exam-fees/
https://noc.esdc.gc.ca/Structure/NocProfile?objectid=3BUgR9z3fDC7TQaADNES3g5kiJ0Aw4zvot%2BvaipOvzU%3D
https://nbhealthjobs.com/health-professions/physiotherapist/
https://www.nbjobs.ca/occupations/occupational-profiles/31202/Physiotherapists


Rev 9-24May24 

Once all the steps in Part 1 are complete you may initiate registration with the CPTNB. 

Step 4 – Register as a Physiotherapist (Provisional License): This is required before you begin 

your provisional practice period which requires a minimum 1200 practice hours over a minimum 

of 12 months. To do this, submit the Internationally Educated Application Form to the CPTNB with 

the required documentation and pay the fees. Current fees can be found here. 

Step 5 – Register as a Physiotherapist (Full License): You can apply for full licensure with the 

CPTNB following the 12 month provisional practice period by completing the Application for 

Practice-Based Assessment, paying the fees, and providing the necessary supporting 

documentation (including proof of passing the CPTNB Jurisprudence exam). Current fees can be 

found in the application form and here. 

 

The total fees to become fully registered will be approximately $3,960 CAD. 

Processing times for each organization begin when all necessary documentation is received. It can 

take 5-7 months to gain a provisional license, and another 12 months to gain a full license. 

 

Working in Canada 

To be legally entitled to work in Canada, you must possess documentation showing that you are either 

a Canadian citizen, a permanent resident of Canada, or hold a valid work permit. For assistance with 

immigration, please visit Immigration New Brunswick. 

Other Professional Organizations (not referenced above) 

• New Brunswick Physiotherapy Association (NBPA) 

• Canadian Physiotherapy Association (CPA) 

 

Fee and timeline estimates are as of March 2024. Individual situations may increase costs and timelines—some examples include: 

document translation into English or French, international couriers, document notarization, travel and living to exam sites, any 

professional liability insurance requirements, etc.

Navigation Services: To obtain assistance through the process, connect with your 

health professions navigator at NBHealthJobs.com. 

Pre-arrival: You may begin your credential assessment with CAPR before you 

arrive in Canada. 

http://cptnb.ca/language/en/international-registrations/
http://cptnb.ca/language/en/registration-licencing/
http://cptnb.ca/language/en/international-registrations/
http://cptnb.ca/language/en/international-registrations/
http://cptnb.ca/language/en/registration-licencing/
http://www.gnb.ca/immigration
https://nbphysioassociation.net/
https://physiotherapy.ca/
https://nbhealthjobs.my.site.com/IEHPContact/s/?language=en_US

