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Pharmacists 
Pathway to Registration for Internationally  
Educated Health Professionals (IEHP) 

 

Pharmacists are regulated health 

professionals in New Brunswick. This means 

that you must register with the New Brunswick 

College of Pharmacists (NBCP)—the regulatory 

authority—to be authorized to practice and to 

use the titles of “Pharmacist”, “Registered 

Pharmacist”, “Licensed Pharmacist”, 

“Pharmaceutical Chemist”, “Druggist”, 

“Apothecary”, or “Dispensing Chemist” and the 

designations “PhC”, “R.Ph.” or “RPh”. 

Community pharmacists and hospital pharmacists 

compound and dispense prescribed 

pharmaceuticals and provide consultative services 

to both clients and health care providers. They are 

employed in retail and health centre pharmacies, or 

they may be self-employed. Industrial pharmacists 

participate in the research, development, promotion 

and manufacture of pharmaceutical products. They 

are employed in pharmaceutical companies and 

government departments and agencies.1

 

Step 1 - Enroll in the Pharmacists’ Gateway Canada: Enrolling in the “Gateway” is a mandatory first 

step to become a licensed pharmacist in Canada. It provides a national identification number used by 

stakeholders, acts as a common document repository, and can be used to track your progress. Be sure 

to select NBCP to give them access to your relevant information. Current fees can be found here. 

Step 2 – Academic Credentials: The minimum educational requirement in Canada is a bachelor’s 

degree accredited by Canadian Council for Accreditation of Pharmacy Programs (CCAPP), or equivalent. 

Pharmacists educated outside Canada must register directly with the Pharmacy Examining Board of 

Canada (PEBC) to have their credentials assessed for equivalency – see Applying for Document 

Evaluation. Current fees can be found here. US graduates with an undergraduate degree accredited by 

the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE) are accepted as a Canadian equivalent2. 

Step 3 - Language Proficiency: All Pharmacists must be fluent in either English or French3. NBCP 

requires a language proficiency test that meets National Association of Pharmacy Regulatory 

Authorities (NAPRA) standards. Third party testing fees may apply. US pharmacists are exempt from 

this step. 

Step 4 – Examination: You must first pass the PEBC Evaluating Examination, before proceeding to the 

PEBC Qualifying Examination which involves two parts. Part I is a multiple-choice question (MCQ) and 

Part II is an objective structured clinical examination (OSCE). The OSCE must be completed onsite while 

the others may be completed remotely. Current fees can be found here.  

 
National Occupational Classification (NOC) definition.

Qatar University and Lebanese American University graduates are also accepted as a Canadian equivalent. 

 English and French are the official languages of New Brunswick. 

For work opportunities and other information, visit NBHealthJobs.com or NBjobs.ca. 

https://nbpharmacists.ca/registration/
https://nbpharmacists.ca/registration/
https://www.pharmacistsgatewaycanada.ca/
https://www.pharmacistsgatewaycanada.ca/how-to-apply/new-brunswick/
https://ccapp.ca/
https://pebc.ca/
https://pebc.ca/
https://pebc.ca/pharmacists/document-evaluation/applying-for-document-evaluation/
https://pebc.ca/pharmacists/document-evaluation/applying-for-document-evaluation/
https://pebc.ca/general-informations/examination-dates-and-fees/#schedule-fees
https://www.napra.ca/publication/language-proficiency-requirements-for-licensure-as-a-pharmacist-in-canada/
https://pebc.ca/pharmacists/pharmacist-evaluating-examination/general-information/
https://pebc.ca/pharmacists/qualifying-examination/general-information/
https://pebc.ca/general-informations/examination-dates-and-fees/
https://noc.esdc.gc.ca/Structure/NocProfile?objectid=gm%2FF%2FyqBoZq0vY73svRjqEdPXS3UIUR0zfRfcq3DXuI%3D
https://nbhealthjobs.com/health-professions/pharmacist/
https://www.nbjobs.ca/occupations/occupational-profiles/31120/Pharmacists
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Candidates who passed one part of the Qualifying Examination (Step 4) and meet the language 

proficiency requirement (Step 3) are eligible to apply to the NBCP. 

Step 5 – Conditional Registration and Internship: Apply to the NBCP for conditional registration by 

first creating an online profile, then submitting your application with the required supporting 

documentation—see International Pharmacist Graduate (IPG). You must then undergo 10-20 weeks of 

structured practical training (SPT) in New Brunswick that will be assessed by an NBCP preceptor. 

Current fees can be found here. US pharmacists are exempt from this step. 

Step 6 - Full registration: Full registration may be pursued following successful internship, passing the 

second part of the “Qualifying Exam”, and passing the Jurisprudence Exam. Current fees can be found 

here. 

 

 

The total fees to become fully registered will be approximately $7,680 CAD. 

Processing times begin when all necessary documentation is received. Licensure can be achieved in 15 

months. A 2008 study by the Canadian Pharmacists Association, however, estimated that the average 

length of time to licensure is approximately 26 months. 

 

Working in Canada 

To be legally entitled to work in Canada, you must possess documentation showing that you are either 

a Canadian citizen, a permanent resident of Canada, or hold a valid work permit. For assistance with 

immigration, please visit Immigration New Brunswick. 

Other Professional Organizations (not referenced above) 

• New Brunswick Pharmacists' Association 

• Canadian Pharmacists Association (CPhA) 

 
Fee and timeline estimates are as of March 2024. Individual situations may increase costs and timelines—some examples include: 

document translation into English or French, international couriers, document notarization, travel and living to exam sites, any 

professional liability insurance requirements, etc.

Navigation Services: To obtain assistance through the process, connect with your 

health professions navigator at NBHealthJobs.com. 

Pre-arrival: You may begin your credential assessment with Pharmacists’ Gateway 

Canada before you arrive in Canada. 

https://nbpharmacists.ca/registration/
https://nbpharmacists.ca/fees/
https://nbpharmacists.ca/registration/jurisprudence-exam-2/
https://nbpharmacists.ca/fees/
http://www.gnb.ca/immigration
https://nbpharma.ca/
https://www.pharmacists.ca/
https://nbhealthjobs.my.site.com/IEHPContact/s/?language=en_US

