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Medical Laboratory Technologists 
Pathway to Registration for Internationally Educated 
Health Professionals (IEHP) 
 

Medical Laboratory Technologists are regulated 

health professionals in New Brunswick. This 

means that you must register with the New 

Brunswick Society of Medical Laboratory 

Technologists (NBSMLT)—the regulatory 

authority—to be authorized to practice and to 

use the title of “Medical Laboratory Technologist”, 

and the designation “MLT”. 

Medical laboratory technologists conduct medical 

laboratory tests, experiments and analyses to 

assist in the diagnosis, treatment, monitoring and 

prevention of disease. They are employed in 

medical laboratories in hospitals, blood banks, 

community and private clinics, research facilities 

and post-secondary educational institutions.1

 

Step 1 – Academic Credentials: The minimum educational requirement in New Brunswick is a 

technology diploma from an accredited medical laboratory educational program or equivalent. MLTs 

educated outside Canada must undergo a Prior Learning Assessment (PLA) by the Canadian Society for 

Medical Laboratory Science (CSMLS). The CSMLS requires a separate credential assessment by either 

the World Education Services (WES-ICAP) or the International Credential Evaluation Service (ICES-

comprehensive) as part of its PLA. Your PLA technical report will identify one of three outcomes: 1) 

recognition as equivalent; 2) partial recognition—with an accompanying technical report learning plan 

(TRLP) required to be completed within two years; or 3) no recognition as equivalent. Current fees can 

be found here, and here or here. 

Step 2 - Language Proficiency: If your MLT education was provided solely in either English or French2, 

you will not require a language proficiency test. All others must provide documented evidence of a 

language proficiency assessment that meets benchmarks specified by CSMLS. Third party testing fees 

may apply. 

Step 3 - Examination: Once you have received an Eligibility Statement from the CSMLS recognizing 

your education as “equivalent”, you may apply to take the mandatory CSMLS Certification Exam which 

is available at physical test sites or online through Prometric. All CSMLS exams must be written in 

Canada, regardless of the testing method. Current fees can be found here. 

  

 

National Occupational Classification (NOC) definition.

English and French are the official languages of New Brunswick.

For work opportunities and other information, visit NBHealthJobs.com or  NBjobs.ca. 

https://nbsmlt.nb.ca/internationally-educated-mlt.asp
https://nbsmlt.nb.ca/internationally-educated-mlt.asp
https://nbsmlt.nb.ca/internationally-educated-mlt.asp
https://csmls.org/Certification/How-To-Become-Certified/Internationally-Educated-Medical-Laboratory-Techno.aspx
https://csmls.org/Certification/How-To-Become-Certified/Internationally-Educated-Medical-Laboratory-Techno.aspx
https://csmls.org/Certification/How-To-Become-Certified/Prior-Learning-Assessment-(PLA).aspx
https://www.wes.org/ca/evaluations-and-fees/professional-license-certification/other/
https://www.bcit.ca/ices/general-application/service-fees/
https://csmls.org/csmls/media/documents/Research/CPLA-041-H1-MLT-PLA-Information-Handbook-v2023-JUN.pdf
https://www.prometric.com/test-takers/search/csmls
https://csmls.org/Certification/Registering-for-the-Exam/Dates-and-Fees.aspx
https://noc.esdc.gc.ca/Structure/NocProfile?objectid=8GjaQM9QET6r9gveH0YZVyDVpcDtERlAiL5s1ajSrDY%3D
https://nbhealthjobs.com/health-professions/medical-laboratory-technologist/
https://www.nbjobs.ca/occupations/occupational-profiles/32120/Medicallaboratorytechnologists


 

Rev 5-16Jun24 

You may apply for NBSMLT membership only after having your qualifications assessed by the CSMLS 

as “equivalent” (Step 1). 

Step 4 – Temporary Membership: You may apply for a temporary membership for a maximum of 18 

months during the period between when you register to write the CSMLS exam and when you receive 

notice of passing the exam—including a second attempt if necessary3. During this period, you must 

work under the supervision of a licensed MLT. Current fees can be found here. 

Step 5 – Full Membership: Once you are exam-certified and are a member in good standing with the 

CSMLS, you may apply for full NBSMLT membership. Current fees can be found here and here. 

 

The total fees to become fully registered will be approximately $4,430 CAD. 

Processing times for each organization begins when all necessary documentation is received. The 

CSMLS notes that over 80% of clients with non-accredited MLT education have gaps that must be filled 

through the PLA process which can take between one to three (1-3) years before successfully writing 

the Exam. 

 

Working in Canada 

To be legally entitled to work in Canada, you must possess documentation showing that you are either 

a Canadian citizen, a permanent resident of Canada, or hold a valid work permit. For assistance with 

immigration, please visit Immigration New Brunswick. 

 

 

A third and final exam attempt is permitted, but candidates must re-establish their eligibility to take the exam by successfully 

completing a Learning Plan.

Fee and timeline estimates are as of March 2024. Individual situations may increase costs and timelines—some examples include: 

document translation into English or French, international couriers, document notarization, travel and living to exam sites, any 

professional liability insurance requirements, etc.

Navigation Services: To obtain assistance through the process, connect with your 

health professions navigator at NBHealthJobs.com. 

Pre-arrival: You may begin your credential assessment, and your registration 

process with the NBSMLT, before you arrive in Canada. 

https://nbsmlt.nb.ca/temporary.asp
https://nbsmlt.nb.ca/canadian-certified-mlt.asp
https://csmls.org/Membership/Become-a-Member/Member-Categories-Fees.aspx
https://csmls.org/csmls/media/documents/Research/CPLA-041-H1-MLT-PLA-Information-Handbook-v2023-JUN.pdf
https://csmls.org/csmls/media/documents/Research/CPLA-041-H1-MLT-PLA-Information-Handbook-v2023-JUN.pdf
http://www.gnb.ca/immigration
https://nbhealthjobs.my.site.com/IEHPContact/s/?language=en_US

