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Licensed Practical Nurses 
Pathway to Registration for Internationally Educated 
Health Professionals (IEHP) 
 

Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs) are regulated 
health professionals in New Brunswick. This 
means that you must be registered with the 
Association of New Brunswick Licensed Practical Nurses 
(ANBLPN)—the regulatory authority—to be 
authorized to practice and to use the titles of 
“Licensed Practical Nurse” or “Practical Nurse” or 
the designations LPN or PN. 

Licensed practical nurses provide nursing care 
usually under the direction of medical 
practitioners, registered nurses or other health 
team members. Licensed practical nurses are 
employed in hospitals, nursing homes, extended 
care facilities, rehabilitation centres, doctors' 
offices, clinics, companies, private homes and 
community health centres.1

 

STEPS TO REGISTRATION 
PART 1: COMPETENCY ASSESSMENT 

Step 1 – Academic Credentials: The minimum educational requirement to practice in New Brunswick 
is a two-year college diploma in nursing approved by the ANBLPN (or an LPN program approved by 
another provincial regulatory body)—or equivalent. Registered Nurses (RNs) and LPNs educated 
outside Canada must first complete the National Nursing Assessment Service (NNAS) to evaluate their 
education against Canadian standards. This involves opening an NNAS account, completing the online 
application, and submitting the required documentation. If you have been licensed as an RN or LPN 
outside Canada, the ANBLPN accepts the NNAS Expedited Assessment process which can reduce the 
turnaround time from 12 weeks to 5 business days. Details and current NNAS fees can be found in the 
standard and expedited assessment handbooks. 

Step 2 - Language Fluency: If your RN or LPN education was provided solely in either English or 
French2, or you can provide ANBLPN with other evidence of language proficiency, you will not require a 
language proficiency test. All others must provide the ANBLPN with a language proficiency assessment 
that meets the language fluency requirements of the ANBLPN. Third-party testing fees may apply. 

Step 3 – Jurisprudence Module: Following your NNAS assessment, and before you apply to the 
ANBLPN, you must create an ANBLPN account to complete the online Jurisprudence course and pass 
the exam. Details and current fees can be found here. 

PART 2: REGISTRATION WITH THE NEW BRUNSWICK REGULATORY BODY 

Only after passing the jurisprudence exam may you apply for registration with the ANBLPN. 

Step 4 – Education Upgrading: If your application is approved, you will be required to complete 
educational upgrading. Depending upon your situation, there are two possible outcomes: 1) Re-Entry 
program (a 38-week online/blended program delivery by NBCC/CCNB); or 2) PN program (the full two-

 
1 National Occupational Classification (NOC) definition. 
2 English and French are the official languages of New Brunswick. 

For work opportunities and other information, visit NBHealthJobs.com or NBjobs.ca. 

https://www.anblpn.ca/internationally-educated-nurses/
https://www.anblpn.ca/internationally-educated-nurses/
https://www.nnas.ca/
https://www.nnas.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/NNAS-Applicant-Handbook_ENG_p11a_Oct2022.pdf
https://www.nnas.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/NNAS-ApplicantHandbook-ENG-ExpeditedVersion_V2.pdf
https://www.anblpn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/2024-05-Overall-Accepted-Lang-Prof-Test-Cut-Scores.pdf
https://www.anblpn.ca/jurisprudence/
https://noc.esdc.gc.ca/Structure/NocProfile?objectid=T9kwwjRNDa7EjosCT02oc3R6LZ5Or0PyM%2ByeHxkv7KU%3D
https://nbhealthjobs.com/health-professions/licensed-practical-nurses/
https://www.nbjobs.ca/occupations/occupational-profiles/32101/Licensedpracticalnurses
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year diploma program delivered by NBCC/CCNB/Oulton College). Outcome 1 fees can be found here, 
and outcome 2 and 3 fees are determined by the colleges. 

Step 5 – Registration Exam: You must next pass the four-hour online proctored Canadian Practical 
Nurse Registration Exam (CPNRE). The ANBLPN will confirm your exam eligibility, and provide 
instructions on how to pay your exam invoice which includes a prorated fee for an active license based 
on your scheduled exam date.  

Step 6 – Active License: Once you pass the CPNRE, your registration status will be changed to active. 

 

REGISTRATION COSTS AND TIMELINE3 
The total fees to become fully registered will be approximately $2,690 CAD for the standard process 
$2,730 for the expedited process. 

Processing time for each organization begins when all necessary documentation is received. The 
process can take on average six months to complete but may take longer depending upon your 
individual situation (for example, your educational upgrading requirements, when you schedule your 
certification exam, and if any exam rewrites are required. 

 

OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION 
Working in Canada 
To be legally entitled to work in Canada, you must possess documentation showing that you are either 
a Canadian citizen, a permanent resident of Canada, or hold a valid work permit. For assistance with 
immigration, please visit Immigration New Brunswick. 

Other Professional Organizations (not referenced above) 
• Canadian Council for Practical Nurse Regulators (CCPNR) 

 
3 Fee and timeline estimates are as of May 2024 and are subject to change. Individual situations may increase costs and timelines—
some examples include: document translation into English or French, international couriers, document notarization, travel and living to 
exam sites, any professional liability insurance requirements, etc. 

Navigation Services: To obtain assistance through the process, connect with your 
health professions navigator at NBHealthJobs.com. 

Pre-arrival: You may begin your credential assessment with NNAS before you arrive in 
Canada. 

https://www.anblpn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/REGISTRATION-Fees-schedule-2024-bilingual.pdf
https://www.cpnre.ca/
https://www.cpnre.ca/
https://www.anblpn.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/REGISTRATION-Fees-schedule-2024-bilingual.pdf
http://www.gnb.ca/immigration
https://ccpnr.ca/
https://nbhealthjobs.my.site.com/IEHPContact/s/?language=en_US

