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Diagnostic Medical Sonographers 
Pathway to Registration for Internationally Educated 
Health Professionals (IEHP) 
 

Diagnostic Medical Sonographers (MST) is not a 

regulated profession in New Brunswick. Most employers, 

however, require certification and registry with 

Sonography Canada (SC) who grants credentials in three 

specialty areas: Canadian Registered Generalist 

Sonographer (CRGS); Canadian Registered Cardiac 

Sonographer (CRCS); and Canadian Registered Vascular 

Sonographer (CRVS). 

Medical sonographers operate 

ultrasound equipment to produce and 

record images of various parts of the 

body to aid physicians in monitoring 

pregnancies and in diagnosing pelvic, 

abdominal, cardiac, vascular and other 

medical disorders. They are employed in 

clinics and hospitals.1

 

Step 1 – Academic Credential Assessment: The educational requirement in New Brunswick is a 

diagnostic medical sonography program accredited by Accreditation Canada, or equivalent, in one of 

three areas (Generalist, Cardiac, or Vascular). Sonographers educated outside Canada must first apply 

as an Alternate Pathway Applicant to Sonography Canada for assessment of their credentials by 

completing the application form, paying the fee, and submitting the required supporting 

documentation. Current fees can be found here. 

Step 2 – Language Fluency: Sonography Canada does not have a language proficiency requirement 

for registration. Prior to attempting any of the exams, however, Sonography Canada recommends 

having English or French language fluency equivalent to one of four specified language proficiency 

standards. In addition, most NB employers require MSTs to have significant language proficiency in 

either English or French2. Third party testing fees may apply. 

Step 3 – Examination: Once your academic credentials are determined to be substantially similar to a 

Canadian accredited program (step 1), you will receive approval to proceed to the examination stage. 

This will involve both written and clinical components.  

The written component involves a minimum of two certification exams, a Core exam and a Generalist, 

or Cardiac, or Vascular specialist exam3. Certification exams are offered three times per year (January, 

May, and September) and registration is made through the Sonography Canada website. The 

scheduled computer-based exams are proctored and may be online or at a test centre. A maximum of 

four exam attempts within a four-year period are permitted. Current fees can be found here. 

 

National Occupational Classification (NOC) definition.

English and French are the official languages of New Brunswick.

Cardiac and Vascular examinations are offered in English only at this time.

For work opportunities and other information, visit NBHealthJobs.com or NBjobs.ca. 

https://sonographycanada.ca/certification/alternate-pathway-applicants
https://accreditation.ca/assessment-programs/health-education-accreditation/programs/
https://sonographycanada.ca/certification/alternate-pathway-applicants
https://sonographycanada.ca/app/uploads/2022/05/Alternate-Pathway-Preparation-checklist-May-2022.pdf
https://sonographycanada.ca/app/uploads/2022/05/Language-Fluency-Recommendations.pdf
https://sonographycanada.ca/app/uploads/2022/05/Language-Fluency-Recommendations.pdf
https://sonographycanada.ca/certification/entry-to-practice-exams
https://sonographycanada.ca/certification/entry-to-practice-exams
https://sonographycanada.ca/certification/entry-to-practice-exams/dates-schedules
https://sonographycanada.ca/certification/entry-to-practice-exams/fees
https://noc.esdc.gc.ca/Structure/NocProfile?objectid=ayhKnt8TI%2FsJcVY9B1%2BmjJ6%2B3F4aJmqpJ%2FkMzDWdUxA%3D
https://nbhealthjobs.com/health-professions/medical-sonography-technologist/
https://www.nbjobs.ca/occupations/occupational-profiles/32122/Medicalsonographers
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Once you successfully pass the written exam(s), you will be able to take the Canadian Clinical Skills 

Assessment (CCSA). This one-day assessment is scheduled on demand and must be completed at 

a Canadian site organized with Sonography Canada. The application and fees can be found here. 

Step 4 – Full Membership: To maintain your credentials, you must keep your Sonography Canada 

membership in good standing. Details and fees can be found here. 

At present, New Brunswick does not have a regulatory body overseeing Diagnostic Medical 

Sonographers4, so registration is not required. This, however, does not negate the need to become 

credentialed as described in Part 1. 

 

The total fees to become fully registered will be approximately $3,130 CAD. 

Processing time for each organization begins when all necessary documentation is received. The 

academic credential assessment can be completed in as little as 6 weeks. The total time to become 

fully registered, however, can take more than 1 year depending upon when the certification 

examination and the CCSA attempts are scheduled and if any repeats are required to be successful. 

 

Working in Canada 

To be legally entitled to work in Canada, you must possess documentation showing that you are either 

a Canadian citizen, a permanent resident of Canada, or hold a valid work permit. For assistance with 

immigration, please visit Immigration New Brunswick. 

 

At present, only Ontario, Quebec, and Nova Scotia have provincial regulatory bodies in place.

Fee and timeline estimates are as of March 2024. Individual situations may increase costs and timelines—some examples include: 

document translation into English or French, international couriers, document notarization, travel and living to exam sites, any 

professional liability insurance requirements, etc.

Navigation Services: To obtain assistance through the process, connect with your 

health professions navigator at NBHealthJobs.com. 

Pre-arrival: You may begin your credential assessment with Sonography Canada 

before you arrive in Canada. 

https://sonographycanada.ca/certification/canadian-clinical-skills-assessment-ccsa
https://sonographycanada.ca/certification/canadian-clinical-skills-assessment-ccsa
https://sonographycanada.ca/app/uploads/2019/04/CCSA-Application-2018-Fillable.pdf
https://sonographycanada.ca/membership/become-a-member
http://www.gnb.ca/immigration
https://nbhealthjobs.my.site.com/IEHPContact/s/?language=en_US

