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Freedom with the automobile?

Freedom from the automobile?



How did we get here?



1960s in New Brunswick
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Saint John Moncton Fredericton Campbellton

Household car ownership 1961

None 1 car 2 or more

https://www.facebook.com/culturehub.ca/videos/saint-john-urban-renewal-1960s/481577349018368/
Census Data, Statistics Canada Census 1961, Retrieved from U of T Census Data Analyzer

https://www.facebook.com/culturehub.ca/videos/saint-john-urban-renewal-1960s/481577349018368/


1970s in New Brunswick
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Household/Dwelling

None 1 car 2 or more

Census Data, Statistics Canada Census 1971, Retrieved from U of T Census Data Analyzer



1970s – 1980s Municipal takeover of transit

https://home.cc.umanitoba.ca/~wyatt/alltime/pics/fredericton-FT64gmol2-coxcoll1980jul22.jpg



1980s in New Brunswick



1980s – 1990s: Railway divestiture

https://www.traingeek.ca/wp/david-othen/atlantic-canada-passenger-trains-david-othen/



1990s – 2000s: Highway modernization

By Verne Equinox at English Wikipedia, CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=18643667 https://www.dexter.ca/dexter/project/route-1-gateway-project



ESIC/SIÉS

• Overcoming Poverty Together (2009-2014)
• Acceleration in Community Transportation Programs



2015- 2017



Why a new vision for transportation in NB?

• Reason #1: New Brunswick has largely achieved its previous vision for automobile-
based mobility, 

• but this mobility now makes populations dependent on the ability to own and drive a car.

• Reason #2: There is no broad “vision for mobility” for transit, bus and passenger rail 
services in New Brunswick today, 

• only a duty to provide economical services that have yet to achieve their full potential to 
attract riders

• Reason #3: New Brunswickers are looking for a “vision for mobility” 
• that improves access for those in greatest need, lessens the costs to citizens, and ensures 

support for community initiatives that use transportation to foster economic and social 
inclusion.



Why a new vision for transportation in NB?

• Reason #4: New Brunswickers presently look to the automobile to 
facilitate their economic and social inclusion, 

• therefore changing their behavior can be a long process that needs to 
begin sooner rather than later.

• Reason #5: A common vision is needed by entities responsible for 
planning and delivering transportation 

• to realize efficiency gains with societal benefits through improved 
public health and access to employment.





Where are we going?



New Brunswick 2043?

http://pitoco.com/modo/dorflex/cidade.jpg
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Cities are growing or steady
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Transit to Work



Journey to Work by Driving or Transit (2021)
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Volunteer and Community Transport growing!

What about long 
distance travel?

Can we solely rely on 
volunteers as 
demands increase?



2022-2042 Population projections
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Post-secondary institutions offer one of 
New Brunswick’s strongest connections 
to the rest of the world – ensuring 
students can survive and thrive in their 
respective communities will play a key 
role in attracting and retaining them



Transportation Governance Gap?

Where is the entity looking at these long 
term trends, bringing plans together?



Cities Travel Demand 
Model

Province plan for 
highway upgrades, 
corridor planning

Infrastructure 
Needs & Plans

Small towns and 
villages

Issue-based 
community plans 

Transportation 
Services

Service specific plan 
or report

Regional Service 
Commissions

CINs

$$$



The Potential for Regional Transportation 
Planning

• Infrastructure planning
• Service planning
• Data collection, monitoring and reporting
• Strategic goals and objectives
• Communication and public participation



Where do we want to be?



Where do we want to be?
Planning in 

isolation and 
increasing car 
dependency?

If a $20 million investment in transit would defer the 
need for a $200 million highway bridge, would we 

do it?

No provincial $$ 
into transit?



Transportation in New Brunswick: 
How did we get here, where are we going, 

where do we want to be?

Trevor Hanson, PhD, P.Eng
Professor, Civil Engineering

University of New Brunswick (Fredericton)
thanson@unb.ca


	Transportation in New Brunswick: �How did we get here, where are we going, where do we want to be?�
	Freedom with the automobile?��Freedom from the automobile?
	How did we get here?
	1960s in New Brunswick
	1970s in New Brunswick
	1970s – 1980s Municipal takeover of transit
	1980s in New Brunswick
	1980s – 1990s: Railway divestiture
	1990s – 2000s: Highway modernization
	ESIC/SIÉS
	2015- 2017
	Why a new vision for transportation in NB?
	Why a new vision for transportation in NB?
	Slide Number 14
	Where are we going?
	New Brunswick 2043?
	Cities are growing or steady
	Journey to Work by Driving or Transit (2021)
	Volunteer and Community Transport growing!
	2022-2042 Population projections
	Slide Number 21
	Transportation Governance Gap?
	Slide Number 23
	The Potential for Regional Transportation Planning
	Where do we want to be?
	Where do we want to be?
	Transportation in New Brunswick: �How did we get here, where are we going, where do we want to be?�

