


New Brunswick in 2009 

• Global economic crisis 

• Minimum wage was $8/hr 

• Social assistance for a single 
employable person was $294/month 



If you want something 

you’ve never had 

You must be willing 
to do something 

you’ve never done 
Thomas Jefferson 







OPT1 Global Objective 

By 2015, New Brunswick will have:  

 

• Reduced income poverty by 25%  

• Reduced deep income poverty by 50%  

• Made significant progress in achieving 
sustained economic and social inclusion 

 



Overcoming Poverty Together (OPT1)  
2009-2014 

• 22 Priority Actions 

• Board of Directors  

• Creation of ESIC 

• 3 Advisory Committees 
– Social Assistance Reform 

– Health Benefits 

– Social Enterprise and Community Investment Funds 

• 12 Community Inclusion Networks (CINs) 



How does ESIC measure poverty 
in New Brunswick? 

• 12 Performance indicators 

• External evaluation 

• Demise of the long form census 

• NB Experts 

• SLID, CIS, T1 

– MBM, LICO, and LIM 

  



Performance Indicators 
By some indicators, the goal of reducing income poverty by 25% has 
been achieved: 
 
• Female lone-parent families, where the incidence of poverty has 

seen a:  
– 43% reduction from 2009 to 2011 for MBM 
– 36% reduction from 2009 to 2011 for After-Tax LIM 
– 37% reduction from 2009 to 2011 for After-Tax LICO 

 
• Two parent-families, where the incidence of poverty has seen a: 

– 34% reduction from 2009 to 2011 for After-Tax LIM 

 
• Unattached individuals, where the incidence of poverty has seen a: 

– 25% reduction from 2009 to 2011 for After-Tax LICO 
 
 



Performance Indicators 

Deep poverty  
• Persons living in deep poverty represent some of 

the most vulnerable in society. Deep poverty 
reflects those whose income is less than 50% of 
the LIM. 
 

• 5.1% increase from 2009 to 2012 for deep poverty 
Before-Tax LIM   

 
• 4.9% increase from 2009 to 2012 for deep poverty 

After-Tax LIM 



Performance Indicators 

Education and Literacy 

The percentage of children who are school-ready 
improved by 23% in 2014 in the Anglophone school 
districts. 
 

Labour Market 

The labour market participation rates have varied 
little since 2009. The rates declined by 1.1% from 
2009 to 2013 although the average hourly rate has 
increased over time. 

 



22 Priority Actions 
• As of December 2014, 21 of the 22 actions 

were completed or ongoing and one was in 
progress 
 Healthy Smiles Clear Vision Plan 

 Minimum wage at $10 hour 

 Social Enterprise framework 

 Housing and Homelessness plan 

 New Brunswick Drug Plan 

 Social Assistance Reform 

 Day care spaces 

 Extension of Health card when leaving Social Assistance to 3 years 

 Tenant Rights 

 

 



Catalyst for Change 

• The Economic and Social Inclusion 
Corporation is uniquely equipped to identify, 
lead and support new or emerging 
opportunities designed to improve the lives 
of New Brunswickers, through greater 
economic and social inclusion. 



Community Inclusion Networks 

• Community participation: 44,027 participants 

• Total CIN projects: 212 

• ESIC project investment: $2,45 Millions 

• Community project investment: $8,26 Millions 

• ROI of $3.40 for $1 invested by ESIC 



www.gnb.ca/poverty 


