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1.0.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT?

The purpose of this document is to provide all Health and Allied Health Care Professionals
administering COVID-19 vaccines in New Brunswick, the essential technical vaccine information
and New-Brunswick specific recommendations, which may differ from the National Advisory
committee on Immunizations (NACI) and the Canadian Immunization Guide (CIG) chapter on
COVID-19 vaccine.
In Canada, provinces and territories can decide to use authorized health products outside the
scope of the product’s label (i.e., off-label use). Provincial and territorial jurisdictions may choose
additional guidance based on the recommendations and their local risk assessment to enhance
their protection against COVID-19.
Of note, this technical information guide supersedes the Canadian Immunization Guide’s
chapter on COVID-19 Vaccines and should be referred to first when administering COVID-19
vaccines in New-Brunswick. Other resources meant to complement this document are the
following:
• New Brunswick Immunization Program Guide,
• NACI’s Recommendation on the use of COVID-19 vaccines
• Guidance for Influenza Vaccine Delivery in the Presence of COVID-19
• Questions and Answers for providers: Influenza Vaccine Delivery in the Presence of COVID19
2.0.

WHAT ARE MY ACCOUNTABILITES AS A COVID-19 IMMUNIZATION PROVIDER?

All immunizers administering publicly funded vaccine shall be ensure they have the
necessary competencies to safety administer vaccines to the public as per Policy 2.4 of the
New Brunswick Immunization Program Guide.
•
•
•
•
•
•
2.1.

Accountability to be competent in vaccine administration: see section 2.1 of this
guide.
Accountability to report adverse events following immunizations (AEFI): covered in
the New-Brunswick Immunization Program Guide.
Accountability to record all administered and wasted COVID-19 vaccine doses: see
section 5.0 of this guide.
Accountability to manage COVID-19 vaccine cold chain: see section 4.0 of this
guide
Accountability to document administered doses: see sections 5.5 and 8.0 of this
guide
Accountability to manage patients safety: See section 9.0 of this guide.
What education or training do I need to administer COVID-19 vaccines
competently?

The Medical Directive for the Provision of Pandemic Immunizations: Standard
Operational Procedure outlines the process for all immunizers to ensure safe and
competent pandemic vaccine practices and that the requirements indicated meet the New
Brunswick Immunization Program Guide.
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To introduce or improve one’s cultural competency and establish best practices for
Indigenous health, Public Health NB has developed cultural competency and sensitivity
training for Health and Allied Healthcare Professionals. The following cultural education is
also available to COVID-19 immunizers:
•
•
•
•
•
•

3.0.

Cultural Competency and Sensitivity training for Healthcare Providers (HCP) caring for
New-Brunswick’s Cross-Cultural populations.
Healing in Pandemic Times: Indigenous Peoples Stigma and COVID-19 (video).
First Nations Cultural Competency (video). Produced by Horizon Health
Coronavirus (COVID-19) and Indigenous Communities
COVID-19 Vaccines and Indigenous Peoples – Information and Resources.
COVID-19 Vaccines Communication Tool Kit for Indigenous Communities.

WHAT ARE THE CURRENT COVID-19 VACCINE PRODUCTS OFFERED IN NEWBRUNSWICK AND WHERE CAN I FIND THEIR PRODUCT INFORMATION?

Providers should have access to or forwarded from their organizations the provincial email entitled
“COVID Vaccine News” where important COVID program information, product updates and interim
guidance is communicated until the recommendations are included in this provincial COVID-19
vaccine guide.
Copies of the COVID-19 Vaccine News email correspondences from 2021 and 2022 can be sent by
request or found in sharepoint at COVID Immunizations – Home. If you are not receiving these emails
and think you should be on the distribution list, contact the VOC-opsDesk@GNB.CA for your request.
For an overview of key features of COVID-19 Vaccines authorized in Canada, refer to the quick
reference table in Appendix B of this guide.
3.1.

Where do I find COVID-19 vaccine product monographs and their product website
information?

All vaccines authorized in Canada can be searched using the Drug Product Database online
query (canada.ca). As of November 1st, 2022, see available COVID-19 vaccine products in
New-Brunswick and their information:
1) Pfizer Comirnaty COVID-19 vaccines - ages 6 months and over
o Vaccine and product information (including the product monograph and expiration
dates) can be found on their website here Home | CVDVACCINE
2) Moderna Spikevax COVID-19 vaccines - ages 6 months and over
o Vaccine and product information (including the product monograph and expiration
dates) can be found on their website here Canada | SPIKEVAX™ Information
3) Novavax Nuvaxovid COVID-19 vaccine - ages 12 and over (primary series), 18 and
over (boosters)
o Vaccine and product information can be found on Health Canada’s website at
Novavax Nuvaxovid COVID-19 vaccine - Canada.ca.
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o

Find other detailed technical information such as the product monograph on the
COVID-19 vaccines and treatments portal site here NUVAXOVID | COVID-19
vaccines and treatments portal (canada.ca) - under the tab for Health Care
Professionals.

4) Janssen Jcovden (Johnson & Johnson) COVID-19 vaccine - ages 18 and over
o Vaccine and product information can be found on Health Canada’s website at
Janssen Jcovden (Johnson & Johnson) COVID-19 vaccine - Canada.ca.
o Find other detailed technical information such as the product monograph on the
COVID-19 vaccines and treatments portal site here JCOVDEN (Ad26.COV2.S
[recombinant]) | COVID-19 vaccines and treatments portal (canada.ca) - under
the tab for Health Care Professionals.
3.2.

Where do I find information on product labels and shelf-life extended expiry dates?

COVID-19 vaccine product information, vial colors and labelling are subject to change. When
this occurs, the Vaccine Operation Center (VOC-opsDesk@GNB.CA) will send out an email
to notify all partners offering COVID-19 vaccines in New-Brunswick. As well, this product
update is shared by the Department of Health through the wide distribution email “COVID-19
Vaccine News”.
For Moderna and Pfizer mRNA vaccines, both include the extended expiry dates on
their manufacturer’s website.

3.3.

What does the term “off-label” recommendation mean related to COVID-19 vaccines?

The term “off-label” is used when the National Advisory Committee on Immunizations
(NACI) sends recommendations to provincial and territorial jurisdiction about a Health
Canada-approved product to be utilized in a way that was not approved. For example,
during the COVID-19 pandemic, boosters were approved for certain age cohorts by
Health Canada while NACI reviewed the evidence and made additional “off-label”
recommendations for use.
4.0.

HOW DO I STORE COVID-19 VACCINES AND WHERE DO I FIND INFORMATION ON
PRODUCT STORAGE AND HANDLING?

Special attention will be required for the storage and handling of COVID-19 vaccines. All Health
Care Professionals must refer to and store the COVID-19 vaccines according to their product’s
monograph (PM). See section 3 of this guide for links to vaccine product monographs and
information websites. A quick reference guide has also been provided in Appendix B.
Providers must be properly equipped to ensure the integrity and effectiveness of COVID-19
vaccines (i.e., cold chain and other procedures) are up to standards. COVID-19 Vaccine efficacy is
best assured when the number of times vaccines are handled and transported is minimized.
Standards and policies related to vaccine transportation, storage and handling are located in the
New-Brunswick’s Immunization Program Guide.
5

New Brunswick COVID 19 Vaccine Recommendations and Information for Immunization Providers

Notice of document archive:
Please note that the following document - Standard Operating Procedures on Transportation of
COVID-19 Vaccines Pfizer BioNTech and Moderna Vaccines is being archived. The Department of
Health will not be doing any further updates. Please remove any circulating copies or links to this
SOP.
Additional guiding documents when storing and handling COVID-19 vaccines include:
•
•
•
•
•

COVID-19 vaccine: Canadian Immunization Guide
Vaccine Storage and Handling – standard 3.4 in the New Brunswick Immunization Program
Guide
National Vaccine Storage and Handling Guidelines for Immunization Providers 2015
COVID-19- Interim national vaccine storage, handling and transportation guidelines for ultralow temperature and frozen temperature COVID-19 vaccines
COVID-19 vaccines and treatments portal website
4.1.

What type of vaccine fridge do I need and where can I purchase them?

All vaccines must be stored in a purpose built, temperature-controlled refrigerator and refer
to the New-Brunswick’s Immunization Program Guide, standard and policy 3.4 – Vaccine
Storage and Handling.
The following are examples of where to get temperature-controlled refrigerators and
approximate costs:
• ESBE Scientific or VWR Avantor
o Under the Counter Refrigerator – approx. $1,000
o Large 12 Cu Ft Refrigerator – approx. $3,500
o Quality Wi-Fi Datalogger – approx. $1,000
For further information on vaccine fridge, thermometer and equipment, also refer to the
section 3- Vaccine Storage Equipment in the document National Vaccine Storage and
Handling Guidelines for Immunization Providers 2015.
4.2.

Where can I purchase fridge thermometers or specific temperature monitoring
devices?

Providers can purchase minimum/maximum thermometers:
• VWR® Traceable® Refrigerator/Freezer Plus™ Thermometers | VWR
Some facilities will be required to use specific temperature-monitoring devices such as
Digital data loggers, as not all facilities are equipped with backup power and alarm systems.
Data loggers are continuous monitoring and recording devices that provide detailed
information on all temperatures recorded at pre-set intervals. Data loggers can indicate
when an adverse temperature exposure occurs and how long the vaccines were exposed to
the min/max temperature for.
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Providers can purchase these dataloggers:
• Sensitech | Temperature Monitors
• Esbe Scientific
4.3.

What steps need to be followed in the event of a power failure?

In the event of a power failure, refer to the NBPIG resource Appendix 5.4- Guidance for
Vaccine Response Plans in the event of Power Failure.
4.4.

Can I draw up COVID-19 vaccines into syringes for transportation or to be used
at a later time?

The short answer is no, not for all COVID-19 vaccine products.
In the early stages of the COVID-19 vaccine pandemic campaign, this practice was
acceptable for all vaccine products and details were included in our Exceptional
Circumstances Policy: Prefilling syringes for onward transportation COVID-19 vaccine
doses. Please note that this policy is now archived and discontinued.
COVID-19 vaccine temperatures, storage and handling have evolved over the years. While
some manufacturers have now indicated there is enough data to support syringes may be
transported, others have updated their product monograph to indicate their product should
not be transported in prefilled syringes.
For best vaccine practices, immunizers must always review the manufacturer’s Product’s
Monograph (PM) for its vaccine storage, handling and transportation information. All
immunizers must be aware of and follow their respective professional standards and
guidelines including the New-Brunswick Immunization program Guide.
Immunizers must follow three guiding principles to minimize wastage:
1. Estimating and planning ahead for the number of doses needed as accurately as
possible and within a close range. Contact recipients or their caregivers in advance
to determine those who wish to be vaccinated to best estimate how many doses will
be needed in that mapped area.
2. Mapping out travel details to ensure the vaccine vial is utilized within the approved
time frames for use of vaccine at different temperatures (per product monograph) ,
including factoring in pre-vaccination preparation time, and post-vaccination
observation time.
3. Plan to use all doses in a vial transported for home vaccination to minimize wasting
vaccine doses, such as having contingency plans for vaccination of caregivers, or
other persons in the home to avoid vaccine wastage.
Immunizers who are transporting these products must remember to follow these key
points:
• The immunizer must be familiar with the Product Monograph, how to prepare the
product, how it may or should not be transported as well as the specified time periods
for the COVID-19 vaccine’s stability.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
4.5.

The cold chain in transportation is to be maintained per the NBPIG Policy 3.4 Vaccine Storage and Handling.
The Immunizer who is preparing the vaccine has professional accountability to be the
person administering the vaccine.
Initial and label the COVID-19 vaccine product with the appropriate information (i.e.:
vaccine type, vaccine lot number, dose, date, initials, and time first punctured/diluted
with the time by which the vaccine product should be used).
The time will be monitored by the immunizer to track cumulative storage and handling
ensuring the manufactures guidelines are met.
The Immunizer ensures the insulated container is not exposed to extreme
temperatures within the vehicle or in transport.
The temperature is recorded every time the cooler is opened.
Can I pool or mix COVID-19 vials to make up one dose?

The short answer is no.
In the early stages of the COVID-19 vaccine pandemic campaign and when supply was
limited, this practice was allowed and details were included in this guide. This practice was
discontinued in April 2022 and specifically, immunizers were notified on April 29th, 2022, in
the email “COVID Vaccine News”.
Copies of the COVID-19 Vaccine News email correspondences from 2021 and 2022 can be
sent by request or found in sharepoint at COVID Immunizations – Home.

5.0.

HOW DO I REPORT VACCINE WASTAGE AND ADMINISTERED DOSES?

The Department of Health has a duty to ensure that all applicable privacy legislation, policies, and
best practices are followed at all times, from collection to destruction, by all those handling
documents and information protected under the Personal Health Information Privacy and Access
Act, the Right to Information Act, and the Protection of Privacy Act, for the purpose of providing
government services.
1. Administered doses are captured from the consent form. All immunizers who have
access to Public Health Information System (PHIS) are to enter the information directly
into PHIS. The information entered into PHIS includes the agent administered, the date of
administration, the dose amount, the lot number, and expiry date with all other relevant
information.
2. COVID-19 vaccine wastage is reported by full doses (i.e.: Moderna ½ booster doses
wasted are reported as 1 full dose wasted).
• Vaccine wastage can be expected in all immunization programs. Closed vial wastage
(wastage in unopened vials) is usually attributable to cold chain management problems
and can be minimized. Open vial wastage (wastage in opened vials) cannot be
eliminated but can be reduced.
•

Given that only multi-dose vials are available in Canada, some wastage is inevitable as
efforts are made to immunize remaining unvaccinated or partially vaccinated people,
particularly when vaccines are offered outside of larger immunization clinics (e.g., when
8
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vaccines are offered in pharmacies, health care providers’ offices, and remote and
isolated communities).
•

There may be circumstances where a new vial must be opened to vaccinate only one or
a few people, and plans cannot be implemented to use the remaining doses in the vial.
Having plans to immunize as many people as possible when a vial is
opened/reconstituted continues to be important for planning, however, more importantly
is ensuring that vaccine doses are readily available. Consider the following planning
principles:
o
o

o

5.1.

Utilize social media to advertise extra available COVID-19 vaccines.
For those that do not want to interchange their vaccines, having multiple vaccine
products available as much as possible at clinics will ensure that individuals
have choice and can complete their series with the same vaccine.
Providers should not miss any opportunities to vaccinate every eligible person
who presents for vaccination, even if it means puncturing a multi-dose vial and
needing to discard the remainder of the vial.

How do I report COVID-19 vaccine wastage/administered doses as a Regional
Health Authority?

For RHAs, both wastage and administered doses are reported on a weekly basis. The
reports are found in the COVID Immunization SharePoint site. All doses are captured in an
excel worksheet called COVID vaccine inventory tracker.
5.2.

How do I report COVID-19 vaccine wastage/administered doses as a Long-term
Care (LTC), Adult Residential Facility (ARF), Nursing Home (NH), Extra Mural
program (EMP), Hospital or a First Nations (FN) clinic?

Send an excel sheet called “Appendix B” to DHVacclog@GNB.CA. The form gathers the
following information: vaccine type, number of doses immunized and any wastage. Please
contact DHVacclog@GNB.CA if you need a copy of the “Appendix B”, Wastage is reported
after each clinic.
5.3.

How do I report COVID-19 vaccine wastage/administered doses as a community
pharmacy?

For wastage: The “Vaccine Wastage Report” is located on the Drug Information System’s
(DIS) Community Pharmacy SharePoint site and must be completed when wastage occurs.
If reporting wastage for more than one brand of COVID-19 vaccine (e.g., Moderna and
Pfizer together) or reporting wastage for different lot numbers, multiple entries are required.
Wastage must be reported by each Monday and on a weekly basis.
For administered doses: Immunizations in community pharmacy clinics will be captured
using the drug dispense system (DIS) from the local pharmacy information system (PIS).
DIS does not capture lot number and expiry date and therefore, is not captured in PHIS.
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When the lot number and expiry date is required, for example after an AEFI, public health
will contact the pharmacy for this information.
In exceptional circumstances, if the date of entry is later than actual day of administration, the
drug dispense date must be adjusted. This may require “back dating” the dispense date in the
pharmacy information system.
New Brunswick residents without a Health Card Number (HCN) such as NB Medicare, other
HCN issued out of province, or a federally administered identifier (Veterans Affairs, RCMP,
National Insured Health Benefits, etc.) are eligible to receive a COVID-19 vaccine. Clients
may be added to the local pharmacy system and synchronized to the NB Client Registry /
DIS, leaving the HCN field blank but providing the minimum data set (first name/last
name, date of birth, current address with postal code, and phone number).
EXCEPTION – Jean Coutu Pharmacy locations must enter the word MISSING or
ABSENT to indicate no HCN and provide the minimum data set.
5.4.

How do I report COVID-19 vaccine wastage/administered doses as a physician?

Follow the same process above as 5.2 and send the document called the “Appendix B”
5.5.

How do I ensure COVID-19 vaccine consents are entered in PHIS database if I do
not have access to PHIS?

When there is no direct access to PHIS, send to the PHIS Data entry team to enter. Follow the
steps and options indicated below.
Option 1:
Scan to email/drop-box for immunizers without access to PHIS (LTC, NH, EMP, ARFs, FN,
Hospitals)
• Immunization data (vaccine administration) can be entered by the data entry team into
PHIS from electronic formatted consent forms available on SharePoint site or received
by fax to email.
• Please follow steps A or B below.
A. Scanning and emailing consent forms:
➢ The paper administrative/consent forms can be emailed to the data entry team
by fax to email using 1-833-415-1830.
➢ Forms should not be directly emailed to data entry email address
➢ Mobile devises cannot be used unless it is a secure device, approved by GNB.
OR
B. Scanning and using drop-box for consent forms:
➢ Those with approved access to the designated SharePoint site, can scan the
paper administrative/consent forms and place into to Drop Box- All Documents
(gnb.ca)
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Option 2: For immunizers without access to PHIS or scan to email /drop-box (only to be used
if neither of options 1 nor 2 is feasible):
• Immunization data (vaccine administration) can be entered by the data entry team into
PHIS from formatted consent forms. These will need to be mailed in. Consent forms
must be prepared and mailed by following these steps below:
1. Prepare the package and Manifest (see Appendix A in this guide) print and put
on top of the consent forms, before sealing the box/envelope.
o No package should be sent without a Manifest.
o Note: The manifest should serve as a way to verify what was included in a
package and allow a double check when sending and receiving.
2. Contact Courier and book pick-up; always chose courier with tracking and signed
confirmation of receipt.
3. Add tracking number and information to the log as it becomes available (including
confirmation of receipt).
4. The tracking system should serve as a way to track the package itself, not its
content.
5. The forms must be placed in an envelope, seal the flap, and write initials on the
flap.
6. Mail the envelopes to:
C/O Data Entry Team
GNB, Department of Health
HSBC Place, 520 King Street, 4th Floor Reception
Fredericton, NB E3B 5G8
7. An email must be sent to Phisisp@gnb.ca each time an envelope is mailed,
notifying them that an envelope has been sent. Include the following information in
the email:
I. # of admin forms in envelope
II. Tracking number for envelope
6.0.

HOW DO I SCHEDULE A COVID-19 VACCINE CLINIC USING THE “GNB
SCHEDULER”?

The Department of Health is encouraging all vaccination clinics to use the NB scheduler. The
scheduler is available to use to build and manage your vaccine clinics. This tool is efficient and
beneficial to your practice.
The following information will be needed to schedule a COVID-19 clinic:
• Clinic Location
• Clinic Address
• Clinic Date
• Clinic vaccine Delivery Date
• Delivery Time
• Delivery Address
• Type of Vaccine
• Number of Planned Doses
• Contact Person / phone number
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If you know your clinic details, send them to the Vaccine Support New-Brunswick at
VNBSupport.SoutiensVNB@GNB.CA they will build the clinics in the scheduler and will make them
available for the public online to book.
7.0.

HOW DO I ORDER COVID-19 VACCINES?

Please follow the process provided to you by the Vaccine Operation Command centre.
If you need information about how to order your vaccines, contact DHVacclog@GNB.CA
8.0.

WHERE DO I FIND A BLANK COPY OF THE COVID RECORD OF IMMUNIZATION?

Regulation 2009-136, section 14 under the Public Health Act requires that all immunization
providers provide the client with a record of immunization.
The Department of Health Public Health provides a paper copy the COVID-19 record of
immunization (example below) to all organizations immunizing with COVID-19 vaccines.
The last version was sent on September 8th , 2022 through the distribution email “COVID
Vaccine News”. We ask that copies of the record be saved on the organization’s shared drive. If
you have not received it from your organization, you can request a blank copy from the Vaccine
Operation Center (VOC-opsDesk@GNB.CA).
Individuals should be setting up an account with MyHealthNB - COVID-19 Results | MyHealthNB
(gnb.ca) to receive their COVID-19 record of immunization. If the individual is having issues with the
record, provide them with the following email: immunizationrecordupdates@gnb.ca.
These records will continue to be a legal copy.
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8.1.

What record do I use when individuals need revaccination and require starting
over a new series (for example those having received a solid organ transplant or
cancer treatments)?

The vaccine schedule will be set or evaluated by the health care team at the centre where the
transplant was performed or as per the specialists’ instructions. A written recommendation
from the specialist or primary physician will need to be presented at the vaccine appointment
to show proof of needing re-vaccination.
Restart the series with a new blank record of immunization (start at dose 1, 2, 3, etc.).
9.0.

WHERE CAN I FIND THE CONSENT FORM AND WHAT IS THE INFORMED
CONSENT PROCESS FOR COVID-19 VACCINE DOSES?

When vaccine recipients arrive for either their first or subsequent doses, it is important that
the informed consent process is in place.
Informed consent includes verbal discussion followed by written permission granted by the vaccine
recipient (i.e., signing the NB COVID-19 Consent form) and having received the full knowledge of
the risks and benefits of COVID-19 vaccinations by the health care professional. This includes
confirmation of having received the COVID-19 vaccine information sheet (SARS-CoV-2
Vaccines) , offering pre-vaccine and post vaccine counselling providing time for clients’ questions
and discussing risks versus benefits of getting or not getting the vaccine.
Pre-vaccination and post vaccination counselling information related to COVID-19 vaccines is found
in the COVID-19 vaccine: Canadian Immunization Guide.
The COVID-19 vaccine consent form for infants, children, youth and adults can be found here:
General consent form for COVID-19 immunization.
9.1.

Where can I find translated copies of the consent form in other languages than
English and French?

If English or French are not the vaccine recipients first language, for reference purposes
only you can request a translation of the form by emailing Vaccine Operation Center (VOCopsDesk@GNB.CA).
With COVID 19 vaccines constantly evolving, the consent form is updated regularly and it is
not feasible to keep multilingual reference copies on hand. For this reason, if you have
requested a consent in another language, before utilizing the reference copy again for
another vaccine recipient, consider requesting an up-to-date copy.
Please note: translation requests can take up to 7 business days. Individuals can review the
most up-to-date translated reference but they will need to complete and sign either an
English or French consent form.
10.0.

WHAT IS THE DEFINITION FOR REACHING FULL VACCINATION STATUS WITH
HEALTH CANADA APPROVED AND NON-APPROVED COVID-19 VACCINES?
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With the COVID-19 pandemic continuously evolving over the last 2 years, the term “Fully
Vaccinated” has also evolved. Staying up to date with all recommended COVID-19 vaccines
means individuals have received all the vaccine doses recommended to them and in their
demographic. Generally, this means individuals would have received two primary vaccine doses
and up to date with their booster dose within the last 5 months, regardless of how many previous
booster doses they have received.
Vaccine mandates and fully vaccinated guidelines may continue to be enforced by certain
employers (ex: those working in the vulnerable sector). These guidelines are employer specific and
may vary depending on the work environment. Where applicable, we encourage individuals to
check with their employer on the definition of what constitutes “fully vaccinated” in their workplace.
10.1.

What are New-Brunswick’s’ COVID-19 vaccine recommendations for individuals
who are planning to live, work or study in NB who have had only a complete or
incomplete series of non-Health Canada authorized vaccines?

Refer to the section on Travelers in the Canadian Immunization Guide Chapter on COVID19 vaccines.
10.2.

What are New-Brunswick’s’ COVID-19 vaccine recommendations for travellers
leaving the province?

Travellers should verify the travel and COVID-19 vaccine requirements in place at their
destination(s) and for their return to Canada. For more detailed information, refer to the
section on Travellers in the Canadian Immunization Guide Chapter on COVID-19 vaccines.
10.3.

What are New-Brunswick’s COVID-19 vaccine recommendations for Ukrainians,
refugees or temporary foreign workers?

Ukrainians, refugees and Temporary Foreign Workers can receive any of the NB publicly
funded vaccines available including COVID-19 vaccines at no charge. If they do not have
proof of COVID-19 vaccination, to ensure optimal protection, restart the series and follow
New-Brunswick’s current COVID-19 eligibility recommendations.
For more detailed information, refer to the following:
• Section on Travellers in the Canadian Immunization Guide Chapter on COVID-19
vaccines.
• Rrecommendation by PHAC to provinces and territories, people who are planning to
stay in Canada for longer periods of time.
11.0.

WHICH COVID-19 VACCINES ARE INTERCHANGEABLE?

Guidance based on NACI’s recommendations on the interchangeability of authorized COVID-19
vaccines (also referred to as ‘mixed vaccine schedules’) is now available in the COVID-19 vaccine:
Canadian Immunization Guide.
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Vaccine products are interchangeable and regardless of which product was previously received.
12.0.

WHAT ARE NEW-BRUNSWICK’S RECOMMENDED COVID-19 VACCINE INTERVALS
GUIDING PRINCIPLES?

New-Brunswick’s interval guidance’s may differ from NACI/Canadian Immunization Guide
recommendations based on its demographic, circulating variants of concerns epidemiologic, and
chronic disease profile, along with evidence of those who have demonstrated a higher risk of
hospitalization and severe outcomes in the province.
The New-Brunswick COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic Guide for Immunizers and Providers is regularly
updated and will identify the most recent provincial recommendations or until the corresponding
update occurs in the Canadian Immunization Guide- Chapter on COVID-19 vaccines.
12.1.

What are New-Brunswick’s recommended intervals in a primary series?

New-Brunswick is following NACI’s and CIG recommendations on the recommended
intervals in a primary series for all those aged 6 months and over. Interval between all doses
is 8 weeks for healthy children and may be reduced to a 4-week interval for those who are
immunocompromised.
Additional key resources for those aged between 6 months – 5 years old:
•

Use of Moderna Spikevax COVID-19 vaccine in children 6 months to 5 years of
age: NACI statement, July 14, 2022 - Canada.ca.

•

Recommendations on the use of Pfizer-BioNTech Comirnaty (3 mcg) COVID-19
vaccine in children 6 months to 4 years of age.

Additional key resources for those aged 5 and over:

12.2.

•

CIG Chapter on COVID-19 vaccines: Table 1 - Immunization schedule for a
primary series, by COVID-19 vaccine for the general population.

•

Cig Chapter on COVID-19 vaccines: Table 2 - Immunization schedule for a
primary series for moderately to severely immunocompromised individuals, by
COVID-19 vaccine.

What are New-Brunswick’s recommendations on minimal intervals in a primary
series?

New-Brunswick’s previously recommended “grace periods” guidelines have been
discontinued and no longer apply.
For best vaccine practice, follow the “optimal interval” located in the COVID-19 vaccine:
Canadian Immunization Guide, section immunization schedule. The optimal interval is
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equivalent to New-Brunswick’s “recommended interval” in a primary series. Minimal
intervals should only be used in exceptional circumstances.
• Longer intervals between doses of COVID-19 vaccines result in more robust and
durable immune response and higher vaccine effectiveness. Balancing this
enhanced protection from a longer interval with simultaneously minimizing the time
at risk of infection is recommended.
For mixed COVID-19 vaccine schedules, the minimum interval between doses should be
based on the minimum interval of the product used for the first dose (e.g., Pfizer-BioNTech
Comirnaty COVID-19 vaccine should be offered a minimum of 28 days after Moderna
Spikevax COVID-19 vaccine).
12.3.

What are New-Brunswick’s recommended intervals for booster doses?

New-Brunswick’s booster interval differs from NACI/Canadian Immunization Guide
recommendations based on its demographic, circulating variants of concerns epidemiologic,
and chronic disease profile, along with evidence of those who have demonstrated a higher
risk of hospitalization and severe outcomes in the province.
For the fall/winter 2022 vaccination campaign, the focus is moving away from the number
of booster doses previously received, and instead to the TIMING and TYPE of booster dose
product for all populations (i.e.: bivalent boosters).
For those aged 12 and over:
•

5 months (minimum of 3 months accepted) since the last COVID-19 vaccine or
infection, regardless of the previous number of booster doses received. The
minimum of 3 months aligns with NACI in the context of hybrid immunity benefits,
heightened risk during the fall/ winter wave and also or for operational
considerations.

For those aged between 5 and 11 years old:
•
•

If they have not previously received a booster dose: 5 months (minimum of 3
months accepted) since the last COVID-19 vaccine or infection
If they have previously received a monovalent booster: minimum of 5 months
(i.e. 3 months not accepted).

There is real world evidence to support offering a booster dose to all children aged
between 5 and 11 years old regardless of their health status. Currently, there is no
evidence to support those children having previously received a monovalent booster to
receive a bivalent booster less than the 5 months interval.
For the most up to date information on New-Brunswick’s recommended booster intervals
and populations eligible to receive a booster, refer to the table located on COVID-19
vaccines (gnb.ca) web page.
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12.4.

What are New-Brunswick’s recommended intervals after a COVID-19 infection

To balance the benefits of vaccination and immunity after infection, (hybrid immunity)
immunization providers should administer vaccines as close to the recommended intervals
as possible.
Depending on age, if individuals have not yet started a primary series, are in the middle of
their primary vaccine series or are now getting a booster, the timing of getting the next
vaccine after an infection varies. Details are indicated in the section “When should you get
vaccinated after a COVID-19 infection?” located on COVID-19 vaccines (gnb.ca) web
page.
For additional information, refer to the Canadian Immunization Guide (CIG) chapter COVID19 vaccine, section on Individuals previously infected with SARS-CoV-2.
13.0.

WHAT ARE THE RECOMMENDED COVID-19 VACCINE PRODUCTS IN CERTAIN AGE
GROUPS OR IN SPECIAL POPULATIONS?

Original “monovalent” mRNA vaccines are the recommended choice for all COVID-19 vaccines in a
primary series. Depending on your age, some mRNA vaccine products are recommended over other
mRNA products because it has a lower rare risk of myocarditis/pericarditis.
When the same mRNA COVID-19 vaccine product is not readily available or is unknown, another
COVID-19 vaccine product recommended for use in that age group is interchangeable and should
be offered. As with all vaccines, ensure the informed process is in place regardless of the vaccine
being offered.
For additional information, refer to the Canadian Immunization Guide (CIG) chapter COVID-19
vaccine, section on Recommendations for use in children, adolescents and adults.
13.1.

Which vaccine product do I give in a primary series?

Only monovalent vaccines are to be administered in a primary series. Bivalent mRNA
vaccines are only used as booster doses and are not authorized for primary series.
•

For those aged between 6 months to 29 years old, Pfizer Comirnaty vaccine is
recommended.

•

For those aged 30 years and older, either the Pfizer Comirnaty or the Moderna
Spikevax vaccine is recommended.

•

For those who are who are moderately to severely immunocompromised and aged
between 6 months to 29 years old may choose to receive the Moderna Spikevax
vaccine for their primary series due to a slightly higher immune response and after a
discussion with their healthcare provider.
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•

Individuals who are not able to receive an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine, may be
offered other COVID-19 vaccine products:
o

Individuals aged 12 years and older are eligible to receive a Novavax Nuvaxovid
COVID-19 vaccine when they are unable or prefer not to receive an mRNA COVID19 vaccine.

o

Individuals aged 18 years and older are only eligible to receive a Janssen JCovden
COVID-19 vaccine (one dose primary series) when all other COVID-19 vaccines
(Moderna, Pfizer, Novavax) are contraindicated. A discussion with the health care
provider must have occurred.
▪

13.2.

Viral vector vaccines such as Jansen are not recommended as first
booster doses due to their shortcomings (i.e., inferior immune response and
protection, potential side effects such as Thrombosis and
Thrombocytopenia,
Immune
Thrombocytopenia,
Venous
Thromboembolism, Capillary Leak Syndrome, risk of bleeding, small-vessel
vasculitis with cutaneous manifestations). There are now sufficient
alternative vaccines available in Canada to offer and an mRNA vaccine
should always be offered first.

Which vaccine product do I give in a booster series?

Going forward and for all eligible populations, a bivalent Omicron-containing mRNA
COVID-19 vaccine is the booster product recommended over the original monovalent
formulation booster and as per NACI’s Summary: COVID-19 vaccine booster doses in
Canada: NACI guidance, October 7, 2022 - Canada.ca.
Bivalent vaccines are considered next-generation booster vaccines, which will provide
enhanced protection against Omicron subvariants, and are both effective at broadening the
immune system’s response.
The most up-to-date eligibility is listed on the Government of New-Brunswick COVID-19
vaccines webpage.
•

For those aged under 18 years old, Pfizer is the preferred mRNA product.

•

For those aged over 18 years old, either Moderna or Pfizer mRNA product is
recommended.

•

Moderately to severely immunocompromised individuals aged between 12 and
17 years old may choose to receive a Moderna vaccine due to a slightly higher
immune response and after a discussion with their healthcare provider.

•

Novavax Nuvaxovid is authorized in Canada for use as a first booster. Individuals 18
and over who are unable or prefer not to receive an mRNA booster may discuss this
option and additional Novavax boosters with their health care provider.

•

Janssen JCovden can only be offered as a first booster, when all other COVID-19
vaccines (Moderna, Pfizer, Novavax) are contraindicated. A discussion with the
health care provider must have occurred.

13.3.

Which vaccine product do I give when there is a dosage difference in the age
transition?
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Infants, children and youth may receive a different formulation of a COVID-19 vaccine for their
first primary series dose and be eligible for another formulation authorized for a different age
by the time their next primary series dose is due. There is also 2 products available for children
aged exactly 5 years old (Moderna infant vaccine and Pfizer infant vaccine).
For guiding principles in age transitions, New-Brunswick adopted Public Health Agency of
Canada/NACI’s Planning guidance for immunization clinics for COVID-19 vaccines
(previously known as Quick Reference Guide on the use of COVID-19 vaccines). This
resource offers an approach to managing various scenarios when admininstering COVID-19
vaccines.

13.4.

Which vaccine product and information do I give to moderately to severely
immunocompromised individuals?

People who are immunocompromised and people with autoimmune diseases should be
vaccinated with COVID-19 vaccines (unless otherwise contraindicated). As for all
individuals, mRNA vaccines are the preferred option because of their higher efficacy and
because they are not known to carry a risk of serious adverse events.
NACI notes that moderately and severely immunocompromised individuals may benefit from
the slightly higher antibody levels generated and slightly higher vaccine effectiveness
provided by the Moderna Spikevax vaccine compared to the Pfizer Comirnaty vaccine.
Moderna Spikevax may be considered for those who are moderately or severely
immunocompromised based on clinical judgment.
The immune response may be lower in those who are immunocompromised. As with
everyone, these individuals should continue to follow public health recommendations on
preventing infection with SARS-CoV-2 (such as wearing a mask, physical distancing, and
hand hygiene) even if they have been vaccinated. Vaccination of their close contacts will
also help protect the person who is immunocompromised.
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Additional information can be found in the Canadian Immunization Guide (CIG) chapter
COVID-19 vaccine.
13.5.

Which vaccine product and information do I give to those who are planning to be
pregnant, currently pregnant or breastfeeding?

Pregnant and breastfeeding women are strongly encouraged to complete their primary
vaccine series and receive a booster dose at any stage of pregnancy. The National Advisory
Committee on Immunizations (NACI) continues to re-affirm the importance and safety of
COVID-19 vaccinations during pregnancy and breastfeeding.
Additional information about which product to offer are located int the Canadian Immunization
Guide (CIG) chapter COVID-19 vaccine, section on Pregnancy and breastfeeding.
14.0.

WHAT INFORMATION DO I NEED TO KNOW ON TIMING OF COVID-19 VACCINES
WITH OTHER VACCINES AND IMMUNOLOGICAL PRODUCTS?

The following information is now located in the Canadian Immunization Guide’s Chapter on
COVID-19 vaccine, section on Other Considerations:
•
•
•
•

Tuberculin skin testing or IGRA tests
Blood products, human immunoglobulin and timing of immunization
Pre-exposure prophylaxis for COVID-19 with anti-SARS-CoV-2 monoclonal antibodies
Administration of Evusheild before or after a COVID-19 vaccine
14.1.

Can other vaccines (live or non-live) be co- administered with COVID-19
vaccines?

NACI previously recommended that a COVID-19 vaccine should be given 14 days before or
after a non-COVID-19 vaccine for children 6 months to 5 years of age. This was a
precautionary measure to help determine if a potential side effect was due to a COVID-19
vaccine or a non-COVID-19 vaccine.
As of December 9th, 2022, NACI now recommends that COVID-19 vaccines may be given
concurrently with (i.e. same day), or any time before or after, non-COVID-19 vaccines
(including live and non-live vaccines) for individuals 6 months of age and older.
•

With regard to Imvamune (for the prevention of monkeypox), NACI has issued some
precautionary suggestions regarding the timing of this vaccine relative to COVID-19
vaccines.

New-Brunswick is following NACI’s co-administration recommendations. These updates
have not yet been made in the Canadian Immunization Chapter on COVID-19 vaccines or
in the Public Health Agency of Canada/NACI’s Planning guidance for immunization clinics for
COVID-19 vaccines (previously known as Quick Reference Guide on the use of COVID-19
vaccies).
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15.0.

WHAT GUIDELINES DO I FOLLOW FOR COVID-19 VACCINE ALLERGIES AND
HYPERSENSITIVITIES?

At the start of the COVID-19 vaccine pandemic roll out, Public Health New Brunswick developed a
process for patients with suspected vaccine allergy concerns to be reviewed and/or tested in
collaboration with the following physicians: Dr Christopher Vaillancourt, Dr. Lyndsey MacDonald
and Dr. Elizabeth Carson. This process was implemented at a time of novel COVID-19 vaccines,
increasing cases, pressure on the health care system and concerns that patients with a true or
suspected PEG allergy would be unable to get an mRNA vaccine.
Please note that this process and service has now been discontinued. The Allergy Risk
Assessment process (and corresponding documents) have been archived. Please remove and
archive any circulating copies or links to the previous documents and memos in your
organisations.
There is now sufficient evidence and gained knowledge on COVID-19 vaccine safety,
hypersensitivities, contraindications, alternative vaccines available including clear guidelines
for those with a true or suspected allergy to a COVID-19 vaccine component.
Please review and follow the allergy guidelines now located in the Canadian Immunization Guide Chapter on COVID-19 vaccines section on Contraindications and precautions.
16.0.

WHAT DO I NEED TO KNOW ABOUT COVID-19 VACCINE MEDICAL EXEMPTIONS?

Please note that the COVID-19 vaccine exemptions (permanent and temporary)- Standard
Operating Procedure and related forms has been discontinued. This process is now determined by
employers. Please remove any circulating copies or links to this SOP within your
organisations.
17.0.

WHAT ACTIONS DO I TAKE IF I MADE A COVID-19 VACCINE ADMINISTRATION
ERROR?

This section offers an approach to managing COVID-19 vaccine administration errors.
Immediately after a COVID-19 vaccine administration or deviation error is recognized, the
immunizer shall refer to the Public Health Agency of Canada/NACI’s Planning guidance for
immunization clinics for COVID-19 vaccines (previously known as Quick Reference Guide on the
use of COVID-19 vaccines).
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•

Inform the recipient of the vaccine administration error as soon as possible after it is
identified. The recipient should be informed of any implications/ recommendations for future
doses, and possibility for local or systemic reactions and impact on the effectiveness of the
vaccine (if applicable and as known). If the client is under the care of a healthcare provider,
the healthcare provider should be notified as well.

•

Report all errors or near miss incidents in accordance with the employers’ medication error
policy and/or professional regulatory body’s required quality management system.

•

If an inadvertent vaccine administration error results in an adverse event following
immunization (AEFI), complete the AEFI form and process in the New Brunswick
Immunization Program Guide to submit it to the local public health authority.

•

Determine how the vaccine administration error occurred and implement strategies to
prevent it from happening again.

•

Serologic testing to assess vaccine-induced immunity following COVID-19 vaccine errors to
guide management decisions is generally not recommended.

Private Immunization services may be employed to provide immunization administration support
to New-Brunswick Public Health Immunization Program. These providers will provide immunization
services in alignment with the policies, standards and guidelines of the New Brunswick
Immunization Program Guide and ensure the steps above have been observed in the event of an
error.
18.0.

WHAT SHOULD I KNOW ABOUT COVID-19 VACCINE SAFETY, COMMON SIDE
EFFECTS AND RARE SIDE EFFECTS?

Evidence on vaccine safety is available from COVID-19 clinical trials and post-licensure COVID-19
vaccine pharmacovigilance, which is ongoing.
•

For information on common and rare COVID-19 vaccine side effects, including pre/post
vaccination counselling and clinical guidance, refer to the Canadian Immunization Guide –
Chapter on COVID-19 vaccines, sections on: Pre/post-vaccination counselling and Safety
and adverse events.

19.0.

WHAT ADDITIONAL RESOURCES OTHER THAN NACI AND THE CIG ARE OUT
THERE TO HELP PROVIDE COVID-19 VACCINE GUIDANCE AND MAINTAIN ALL
IMMUNIZATION EFFORTS IN THE PROVINCE INCLUDING MY PRACTICE?

Additional trusted resources for Health Care Professionals include:
•
•
•

COVID-19 Resources | CANVax
COVID-19 Information for Health Care Providers | immunizecanada
Coronavirus disease (COVID-19): For health professionals - Canada.ca
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•
•

For Health Professionals: Immunization - Canada.ca
Addressing vaccine hesitancy in the context of COVID-19: A primer for health care
providers - Canada.ca
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APPENDIX A- COVID-19 VACCINE CONSENT FORMS MANIFEST
Vaccine Consent Forms Manifest
#: Add number based on log (courier tracking number)
Couriered from: Indicate PH regional office/clinic/school
Couriered To: C/O Data Entry Team
GNB, Department of Health
HSBC Place, 520 King Street, 4th Floor Reception
Fredericton, NB E3B 5G8
Courier: Purolator or Canada Post
Total consent forms included: Recount and indicate the total of consent forms included in the
package
Prepared by: Indicate first and last name
Date: indicate the date the package is prepared
Number of
forms

Patient identifier

MIE identifier
(mass imms event
PHIS generated)

(one client for
each line)

Out of
MIE
identifier

Verified by [data entry
team member name] on
[date]

(not in mass
imms clinic)

1.
2.
3.
TOTAL: 3
LOG
Courier
tracking
number
Issued
by
courier

Prepared by
Employee name

Pickup
date
Picked
up by
courier

Received by

Reception date

From signed reception From signed reception
receipt
receipt
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APPENDIX B- QUICK REFERENCE TABLE: KEY FEATURES OF COVID-19 VACCINES AUTHORIZED IN CANADA

mRNA COVID-19 Vaccines Approved for Use in Canada:
COVID-19
Formulations

Moderna
(Spikevax™)
monovalent

Moderna
(Spikevax™)
monovalent

Moderna
(Spikevax™)
Bivalent
BA.1

Moderna
(Spikevax™)
Bivalent
BA.4/BA.5

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
monovalent

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
monovalent

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)

COVID-19
Moderna
Spikevax
Blue-Bleu
0.10mg/mL
02527685
mRNA

COVID-19 Moderna
mRNA-ARNm-1273
MT

COVID-19
Moderna
Spikevax
Bivalent
BA.1
02530252

COVID-19
Moderna
Spikevax
Bivalent
BA.4/5
02532352

Comirnaty
Pediatric 6m4yr Pediatrique
6m-4ans
02530325

Comirnaty
Pediatric 511yr Pediatrique 511ans
02522454

mRNA
bivalent

mRNA
bivalent

mRNA

mRNA

Blue cap and
purple label

Red cap and light
blue label

Blue cap and
green label

Royal blue
cap and grey
label

Maroon cap
and label

Product
Monograph
Authorized
Age Group
Dose and
Injection
Volume
Dilution

Moderna PM

Moderna PM
≥12 years

M/S Bivalent
PM
≥18 years

M/S Bivalent
PM
≥18 years

0.5ml
(100mcg)

0.5ml
(50 mcg)

**Primary
series in NB

2 Doses
given 8
weeks apart

***Booster
Dose in NB

N/A

Name in NB
PHIS System

DIN
Vaccine Type

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
monovalent

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
Bivalent
BA.4/BA.5

Comirnaty
Pediatric 511yr Bivalent
BA.4/5

COVID-19 Pfizer
Comirnaty

COVID-19 Pfizer
Comirnaty
Bivalent BA.4/5

02533197

02527863

02531461

mRNA
bivalent

mRNA

mRNA
bivalent

Orange cap
and label

Orange cap
and label

Grey cap and
label

Grey cap and
label

Pfizer PM

Pfizer PM

Pfizer PM

Pfizer PM

5 to 11 years

5-11 years

≥12 years

0.5ml
(50 mcg)

6 months to
under 5 years
0.2ml
(3 mcg)

P/C Bivalent
PM
≥12 years

0.2ml
(10 mcg)

0.2ml
(10 mcg)

0.3ml
(30 mcg)

0.3ml
(30 mcg)

None

None

2.2ml/vial

1.3ml/vial

1.3ml/vial

None

None

2 Doses given 8
weeks apart

Not for use
in primary
series

Not for use
in primary
series

3 doses given 8
weeks apart

2 Doses given
8 weeks apart

Not for use in
primary series.

2 Doses given
8 weeks apart

Not for use in
primary
series.

N/A

50mcg

50mcg

N/A

10mcg

10mcg

30mcg

30 mcg

02510014
mRNA

Bivalent

*Cap and
Label Colour

6 months to
5 years
0.25ml
(25 mcg)

6 to 11
years
0.25ml
(50mcg)

None

None

50mcg

26

New Brunswick COVID 19 Vaccine Recommendations and Information for Immunization Providers

COVID-19
Formulations

Reconstitution

Storage

Moderna
(Spikevax™)
monovalent

Moderna
(Spikevax™)
monovalent

Moderna
(Spikevax™)

Moderna
(Spikevax™)

Bivalent BA.1

Bivalent
BA.4/BA.5

No

No

No

No

Frozen (-50°C
to -15°C):
until expiry.

Frozen (-50°C
to -15°C):
until expiry.

Frozen (-50°C
to -15°C):
until expiry.

Frozen (-50°C
to -15°C):
until expiry.

Refrigerated
(2°C to 8°C):
for up to 30
days prior to
first use.

Refrigerated
(2°C to 8°C):
for up to 30
days prior to
first use.

Refrigerated
(2°C to 8°C):
for up to 30
days prior to
first use.

Refrigerated
(2°C to 8°C):
for up to 30
days prior to
first use.

Room
temperature
(8°C to 25°C):
for up to 24
hours
unpunctured.

Room
temperature
(8°C to 25°C):
for up to 24
hours
unpunctured.

Room
temperature
(8°C to 25°C):
for up to 24
hours
unpunctured.

Room
temperature
(8°C to25°C):
for up to 24
hours
unpunctured.

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
monovalent

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
monovalent

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)

Yes – 0.9%
sodium
chloride
diluent
provided by
the
manufacturer.
2.2 mL added
to the vial.

Yes – 0.9%
sodium
chloride
diluent
provided by
the
manufacturer.
1.3 mL added
to the vial.

Yes – 0.9%
sodium
chloride
diluent
provided by
the
manufacturer.
1.3 ml added
to the vial.

Store diluent
at room
temperature
Ultra-frozen
until expiry.

Store diluent
at room
temperature.
Ultra-frozen
until expiry.

Do not store
vials at -25°C
to -15°C.

Bivalent
BA.4/BA.5

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
monovalent

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
Bivalent
BA.4/BA.5

No

No

Store diluent
at room
temperature.
Ultra-frozen
until expiry.

Ultra frozen
until expiry.

Ultra frozen
until expiry.

Do not store
vials at -25°C
to -15°C.

Do not store
vials at -25°C
to -15°C.

Do not store
vials at -25°C to
-15°C.

Do not store
vials at - 25°C to
-15°C.

Refrigerator
(2°C to 8°C):
for 10 weeks.

Refrigerator
(2°C to 8°C):
for 10 weeks.

Refrigerator
(2°C to 8°C):
for 10 weeks.

Refrigerator
(2°C to 8°C): for
10 weeks.

Refrigerator
(2°C to 8°C): for
10 weeks.

Room
temperature:
no more than
a total of 12
hours before
dilution and

Room
temperature:
no more than
a total of 12
hours before
dilution and

Room
temperature
(up to 25°C):
undiluted up
to 12 hours
and

Room
temperature(up
to 25°C): no
more than a
total of 12
hours before
first puncture
and

Room
temperature(up
to 25°C): no
more than a
total of 12
hours before
first puncture
and
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COVID-19
Formulations

****Transport

Moderna
(Spikevax™)
monovalent

Moderna
(Spikevax™)
monovalent

Moderna
(Spikevax™)
Bivalent
BA.1

Moderna
(Spikevax™)
Bivalent
BA.4/BA.5

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
monovalent

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
monovalent

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
Bivalent
BA.4/BA.5

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
monovalent

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
Bivalent
BA.4/BA.5

Once
punctured:
use within 24
hours. Do
not puncture
the vial more
than 10
times.

Once
punctured:
use within 24
hours. Do
not puncture
the vial more
than 20
times.

Once
punctured:
use within 24
hours.

Once
punctured:
use within 24
hours.

no more than
12 hours after
dilution.

no more than
12 hours post
dilution.

12 hours post
dilution.

no more than
12 hours after
first puncture.

no more than
12 hours after
first puncture.

Do not
refreeze once
thawed.

Do not
refreeze once
thawed.

Do not refreeze
once thawed.

Do not refreeze
once thawed

Do not
refreeze
once thawed.
Before
puncture:
Frozen
transport
preferred at 50°C to 15°C.
Refrigerated
at 2°C to 8°C:
for up to 12
cumulative
hours in
qualified
containers
permitted.

Before
puncture:
If local
redistribution
is needed, full
cartons
containing
unpunctured
vials may be
transported
at - 90°C to 60°C; full
cartons or
individual
unpunctured
vials may also
be

Before
puncture:
If local
redistribution
is needed, full
cartons
containing
unpunctured
vials may be
transported
at
-90°C to 60°C;
full cartons or
individual
unpunctured
vials may also
be

Before
puncture: If
local
redistribution is
needed, full
cartons
containing
unpunctured
vials may be
transported at 90°C to -60°C;
full cartons or
individual
unpunctured
vials may also
be

Before
puncture:
If local
redistribution is
needed, full
cartons
containing
unpunctured
vials may be
transported at 90°C to -60°C;
full cartons or
individual
unpunctured
vials may also
be transported
at 2°C to 8°C.

Do not
refreeze
once thawed.

Do not
refreeze
once thawed.

Do not
refreeze
once thawed
Before
puncture:
Frozen
transport
preferred at 50°C to 15°C.

Before
puncture:
Frozen
transport
preferred at 50°C to 15°C.

Before
puncture:
Frozen
transport
preferred at 50°C to 15°C.

Refrigerated
at 2°C to 8°C:
for up to 12
cumulative
hours in
qualified
containers
permitted.

Refrigerated
at 2°C to 8°C:
for up to 12
cumulative
hours in
qualified
containers
permitted.

Refrigerated
at 2°C to 8°C:
for up to 12
cumulative
hours in
qualified
containers
permitted.

Do not
refreeze once
thawed.

Before
puncture: If
local
redistribution
is needed, full
cartons
containing
unpunctured
vials may be
transported
at - 90°C to 60°C;
full cartons or
individual
unpunctured
vials may also
be
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COVID-19
Formulations

Moderna
(Spikevax™)
monovalent

Moderna
(Spikevax™)
monovalent

Moderna
(Spikevax™)
Bivalent
BA.1

Moderna
(Spikevax™)
Bivalent
BA.4/BA.5

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
monovalent

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
monovalent

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
Bivalent
BA.4/BA.5

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
monovalent

Pfizer
(ComirnatyTM)
Bivalent
BA.4/BA.5

After
puncture:
Open vials
and syringes
may be
transported
at 2°C to
25°C for up
to 24 hours.

After
puncture:
Open vials
and syringes
may be
transported
at 2°C to
25°C for up
to 24 hours.

After
puncture:
Open vials
and syringes
may be
transported
at 2°C to
25°C for up
to 24 hours.

After
puncture:
Open vials
and syringes
may be
transported
at 2°C to
25°C for up
to 24 hours

transported at
2°C to 8°C.

transported at
2°C to 8°C.

transported
at 2°C to
8°C

transported at
2°C to 8°C.

After
puncture:
There is not
enough data
to support
transportation
of open vials
and preloaded
syringes.

After
puncture:
There is not
enough data
to support
transportation
of open vials
and preloaded
syringes.

After
puncture:
There is not
enough ata to
support
ansportation
of open als
and preloaded
syringes.

After
puncture:
There is not
enough ata to
support
ansportation
of open als
and preloaded
syringes.

After
puncture:
There is not
enough data
to support
transportation
of open vials
and preloaded
syringes.

* COVID-19 vaccine product information, vial colors and labelling are subject to change.
** People who are immunocompromised are recommended to have an additional dose
*** Recommended interval in NB is 5 months for optimal protection. The minimum accepted interval is 3 months with the exception of children 5-11 years old who previously
received a monovalent booster.
**** Follow the New-Brunswick Program Immunization Guide (NBPIG) Policy 3.4 – Vaccine Storage and Handling. This policy does not include standards for transportation
of pre-filled single syringes. For best vaccine practices, this is discouraged and always follow the Product Monograph.
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APPENDIX B - (Continued)

Non-mRNA COVID-19 Vaccines Approved for Use in Canada:
COVID-19 Formulations

Novavax
(Nuvaxovid™)

Janssen
(JcovdenTM)

Name in NB PHIS system

Nuvaxovid

COVID-19 JANSSEN

Vaccine Type

Protein Subunit

Viral Vector

Blue Cap

Blue Cap

Product Monograph

Novavax PM

Janssen PM

Authorized Age Group

≥12 years Primary Series
≥18 years Booster doses
0.5ml
5 mcg

≥18 years

Dilution

None

None

*Primary series

2 Doses given 8 weeks apart

1 dose

**Booster Dose

**0.5ml
5mcg

0.5mL

Cap Colour

Dose and Injection Volume

0.5ml
5 × 1010 virus particles/0.5 mL

*Individuals aged 12 years and older are eligible to receive a Novavax vaccine primary series when they are unable or prefer not to receive an mRNA vaccine.
*Individuals aged 18 years and older are only eligible to receive a Janssen vaccine in a primary series (one dose) when all other COVID-19 vaccines (Moderna, Pfizer,
Novavax) are contraindicated. A discussion with the health care provider must have occurred
** Novavax Nuvaxovid is authorized in Canada for use as a first booster. Individuals 18 and over who are unbale or prefer not to receive an mRNA booster may discuss this
option and additional Novavax boosters with their health care provider.
**Janssen JCovden can only be offered as a first booster, when all other COVID-19 vaccines (Moderna, Pfizer, Novavax) are contraindicated. A discussion with the health
care provider must have occurred.
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