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1.0 Policy 

 
1.1 Policy 
Statement 

It is the policy of the Department of Natural Resources to manage and 
monitor harvesting activities in the Protected Natural Areas 2012 harvest 
zones, subject to the provisions of this policy.  

   
1.2 Background A number of changes to the process of managing and assessing Crown land 

forest operations have been phased in by DNR since April 2007. The new 
forest audit process moves from an extensive forest monitoring system to an 
intensive forest auditing system, where DNR will no longer aim to monitor 
every Licensee forest operation.  The purpose of these changes is to 
streamline procedures while making the Licensees more accountable for 
forest operational planning and implementation on Crown land.  Licensee 
operational planning information is shared with DNR at appropriate time 
frames, thus providing DNR with an opportunity to assess Licensee 
compliance to planning standards.  Harvesting operations are sampled 
during the audit by selecting harvest blocks based on risk factors or other 
factors of interest.  In order to ensure that Licensee forest operations meet 
prescribed requirements and standards, the Forest Audit system stresses a 
continuous improvement process with the Licensees, public reporting of 
audit results, and monetary penalties for violations. 
 
Protected Natural Areas (PNAs) were set aside through the Protected 
Natural Areas Act to preserve representative samples of the Province’s 
biodiversity.  As a part of New Brunswick’s natural heritage, their 
ecological integrity is to be maintained.  The majority of the land base 
within PNAs was taken out of the wood supply equation.  However, to 
partly offset the economic impact, DNR is allowing timber harvesting in 
specific zones in the Loch Alva, Kennedy Lakes, and Jacquet River Gorge 
Class II PNAs until 2012.  This decision was based on a recommendation 
from the Protected Areas Strategy Stakeholders’ Committee who expected 
each harvest block to be approved and monitored by DNR.  The Committee 
requested that the maximum amount of area that would be cut be limited to 
what was scheduled to be cut in the first 10 years of the 1997 management 
plan. 
 
The Department recognizes that the 2012 PNA harvest zones are distinct 
from the regular resource managed areas, by the fact that resource 
extraction will not be long term in these areas, that PNAs are administered 
by distinct legislation, and that voluntary advisory committees advise the 
Minister on the management of these sites.   
 
In 2002, the Department provided harvesting directives to the Licensees for 
the 2012 harvest zones to reduce the impact on biodiversity and ecosystem 
processes.  These directives are appended as “Principles for Timber 
Harvesting in the 2012 Protected Natural Areas Harvest Zones’. 
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1.3 Policy 
Objective 

The objective of this policy is to provide direction to Department staff 
regarding the management and monitoring of harvesting activities in the 
Protected Natural Areas 2012 harvest zones. 

 
 
2.0 Scope and Application 

 
 2.1 Policy 
Application 

This policy applies to the 2012 harvest blocks in the Loch Alva, Kennedy 
Lakes and Jacquet River Gorge Class II Protected Natural Areas.  

 
3.0   Procedure 

 
3.1 Procedure • During the assessment of submitted operating plans, Management 

Foresters will request that Licensees implement the “Principles for 
Timber Harvesting in the 2012 Protected Natural Areas Harvest Zones”.  
Where they are more restrictive, the standards identified in the Forest 
Management Manual for New Brunswick Crown Lands supersede these 
Principles. 

• The Regional Director will continue to review and approve, as 
appropriate, all harvest and road construction activities for blocks within 
the Protected Natural Areas 2012 harvest zones.  The Regional Director 
will inform the PNA Program Staff of activities.  The PNA Program staff 
will inform the PNA Local Advisory Committees and the PNA 
Provincial Advisory Committee of approved operations. 

• Any modification to the approved Forest Management Plan blocking 
within a PNA will be submitted to the Regional Forester for evaluation 
and shall not be implemented unless approved by the Regional Director.  
The Regional Director will consult with the PNA Program staff.  The 
PNA Program staff will inform the PNA Local Advisory Committee and 
the PNA Provincial Advisory Committee of any changes prior to 
approval. Approval of modifications will be in accordance to Section 
2.5.1 of the Department’s Review of Management Responsibilities 
Associated with Crown Forest Operations.  

• The DNR Audit Team will audit activities within the Protected Natural 
Areas 2012 harvest zones in each year in which there are operations. 

• Unless otherwise directed by the Department, the Licensee is responsible 
for the decommissioning of all roads and related structures used in the 
harvesting of the 2012 blocks. 
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4.0   References 

 
4.1 Harvesting 
Directive 

• Principles for Timber Harvesting in the 2012 Protected Natural Areas 
Harvest Zones 

 

  
5.0 Inquiries 

 
5.1 Policy and 
Planning 
Branch 

Inquiries concerning this policy may be directed to the Manager of the 
Protected Natural Areas Program, Policy and Planning Branch at 453-2684. 



Principles for Timber Harvesting in the 2012 

Protected Natural Areas Harvest Zones 
 
 
 
1. Licensees are encouraged to involve protected area stakeholders during the development 

of annual operating plans. 
 
2. Any ecologically significant features identified during pre-cut surveys will be protected 

during the harvest [i.e. Rare or endangered species, special wildlife habitats (raptor nests) 
and special physical sites, etc.]. 

 
3. DNR will not allow volume compensation from the regular forest for mitigation steps 

taken in the PNAs or for shortfalls of actual volumes versus predicted. 
 
4. Natural regeneration must be protected. 
 
5. Roads: 

• DNR encourages the use of winter roads wherever practical 
• DNR will not be designating any of the harvest access roads as roads to be 

maintained long term, thus construction will be for one time harvesting only. 
• DNR recommends the use of temporary stream crossing, where practical and feasible. 

 
6. Harvest Systems: 

• Full tree harvesting will not be allowed.  DNR recommends short wood harvest 
systems. 

• If tree length systems are used, skidding must be done so as to minimize impact to 
natural regeneration. 

 
7. Clearcut harvest blocks must include: 

• Leaving vertical structure by way of residual islands or clumps. 
• Designing harvest blocks so stand boundaries and natural contours are followed as 

much as possible. 
 
8. Softwood: 

• Stands containing greater than 60% species composition of cedar and/or white pines 
cannot be clearcut. 

 
9. Hardwood: 

• The tolerant hardwood policy will be applied. 
• Low quality hardwood may be left standing. 

 
 
 


