
 

 

 

 
 
 

An Act Respecting Research - Background Document 
 

The provincial government is teaming up with a research institute to leverage the data collected from New 
Brunswick residents to promote research in the province and evidence-based decision-making by 
government departments. 
 
Premier Brian Gallant launched the New Brunswick Institute for Research, Data and Training (NB-IRDT) in 
May 2015. It is being developed as a national centre for social and health research and is expected to attract 
academics and research funding to the province, its universities and organizations. It will also be used for the 
development of data-driven public policy and more cost-effective program interventions. 
 
The provincial government will introduce a research bill that would amend various pieces of legislation to 
allow the administrative data held by government departments to be transformed into prepared data sets and 
stored at the NB-IRDT where it can be queried for research purposes. 
Located on the University of New Brunswick’s Fredericton campus, the NB-IRDT is a secure facility housing a 
stand-alone, closed network of services and workstations with multiple physical and virtual firewalls. 
Researchers, academics and policymakers will receive anonymized information sourced from “prepared”, 
linked data. Prepared administrative data are record-level data that has been collected by government 
departments and agencies, from which all directly identifying information (such as name, address, Medicare 
number) has been removed. These data sets will be linked together by the NB-IRDT. 
 
As a research data centre under New Brunswick’s Personal Health Information Privacy Access Act 
(PHIPAA), the NB-IRDT must comply with legislation that governs the access and use of personal information 
and personal health information. The NB-IRDT has been subjected to rigorous review which includes the 
provincial government’s Office of the Chief Information Officer, and the New Brunswick Privacy 
Commissioner, to ensure that it is a secure facility and that its policies and procedures for protecting the data, 
and permitting access to subsets of it, sufficiently protect the privacy and security of the information involved. 
 
Although NB-IRDT has received a number of prepared administrative data sets from the Department of 
Health and the Regional Health Authorities, additional legislative amendments are necessary to clarify 
legislative authorities for the collection, use and disclosure of personal health information for the purposes of 
a research data centre and to provide other departments such as Education and Early Childhood 
Development, Health, Post-Secondary Education, Training and Labour, Justice and Public Safety, Social 
Development, authority to provide their prepared data sets containing personal information to the NB-IRDT. 
 


