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Introduction 
 
Crown Prosecutors dealing with young persons appearing before the Youth Justice Court 
must at all times act in accordance with the Declaration of Principle found in section 3 of 
the Youth Criminal Justice Act. 
 
The purpose of this guideline is to reinforce the concept that the criminal justice system 
for young persons must be separate from that of adults and that the Act must be liberally 
construed to ensure that young persons are dealt with in accordance with the Declaration 
of Principle. 
 
Extrajudicial Sanctions 
 
In considering extrajudicial sanctions for young persons, Crown Prosecutors must not 
only keep in mind the general Declaration of Principle found in section 3, but also the 
Principles and Objectives found in section 4. 
 
Crown Prosecutors are strongly encouraged to support the full use of extrajudicial 
sanctions for young persons in appropriate cases. 
 
Presumptive Offences 
 
A young person charged with, or found guilty of, a presumptive offence may apply 
pursuant to section 63(1) for an order that a youth sentence be imposed.  
 
In such circumstances, the Crown Prosecutor shall advise the Regional Crown Prosecutor 
in writing of the charge, the particulars of the offence and any previous record of the 
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young person. The Regional Crown Prosecutor shall weigh the case on its merits and 
forward the information and any recommendation to the Director of Public Prosecutions 
who shall then determine whether to provide written notice pursuant to section 63(2) that 
the Attorney General does not oppose the application. 
 
Serious Violent Offences 
 
Should the Crown Prosecutor be of the opinion that the young person has committed a 
serious violent offence, he shall advise the Regional Crown Prosecutor in writing of the 
charge, the particulars of the offence and any previous record of the young person. The 
Regional Crown Prosecutor shall weigh the case on its merits and forward the 
information and any recommendation to the Director of Public Prosecutions who shall 
then determine whether to authorize an application under section 42(9) for a judicial 
determination that an offence is a serious violent offence. 
 
Once the Youth Justice Court has made a determination of a serious violent offence, 
inquiry must be made pursuant to section 70(1) whether the young person wishes to make 
an application under section 63(1) for a youth sentence. If the youth wishes to pursue this 
avenue, the court must inquire whether the Attorney General would oppose the 
application. 
 
In these circumstances, the Crown Prosecutor shall advise the Regional Crown 
Prosecutor in writing of the charge, the particulars of the offence and any previous record 
of the young person. The Regional Crown Prosecutor shall weigh the case on its merits 
and forward the information and any recommendation to the Director of Public 
Prosecutions who shall then determine whether to provide written notice pursuant to 
section 63(2) that the Attorney General does not oppose the application. 
 
Appointment of Counsel 
 
The Act recognizes the importance of legal representation for young persons appearing in 
the Youth Justice Court. As such, several options are available to the court under section 
25(4). 
 
In the event that all else fails, pursuant to section 25(5) the Youth Justice Court may 
direct that the young person be represented by counsel. In such instances, the Attorney 
General shall cause counsel to be appointed. 
 
While the Youth Justice Court will normally communicate this request to the Attorney 
General, the Crown Prosecutor in attendance shall also notify the office of the Director of 
Public Prosecutions. 
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