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Introduction 
 
This guideline is based on the result of the Supreme Court of Canada decision in the Latimer 
case where prior to the empanelling of the jury the Crown Prosecutor and an RCMP officer had 
prepared a questionnaire which asked prospective jurors for their views on various issues 
relevant to the case. As noted in the judgment, 
 

This questionnaire was administered by RCMP officers to 30 of the 198 
prospective jurors, either on the telephone or at various RCMP detachments. The 
evidence also discloses that the questionnaire led to some unrecorded discussions 
with prospective jurors, which went beyond the exact questions posed in the 
questionnaire. One prospective juror, for example, was asked by an RCMP officer 
how well the prospective juror knew the appellant. 

 
The Court found that the actions of the Crown  constituted a flagrant abuse of process and 
interference with the  administration of justice. 
 
Guideline 

 
It is essential in the interest of justice that an accused be tried by a jury that is impartial to both 
the Crown and the accused.  
 
Crown Prosecutors should not request any investigation be undertaken other than criminal record 
checks into the list of jurors which, if obtained by Crown Prosecutors, should be disclosed to 
defence counsel. Out-of court investigations into private aspects of the potential jurors lives are 
not to be undertaken. If the case before the Court raises issues which the Crown feels may 
require an inquiry into whether potential jurors are able to judge the case without bias, prejudice 
or partiality, the challenge for cause process should be followed.  
 
It is understood that the issue of impartiality between the Crown and the accused is not 
endangered because a potential juror has personal opinions of one sort or another on matters 
peripheral to the case. Thus information fortuitously received from sources which can be 
considered as “rumor or gossip” can be, but does not need to be disclosed. 
 
R.v. Latimer, [1997] 1 S.C.R 217 
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