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General 
 
After a committal for trial an appointment of agent should be obtained from the Director 
of Public Prosecutions. Indictments should be prepared and filed with the Clerk of the 
Court of Queen’s Bench as soon as possible, and normally within a week of completion 
of the preliminary hearing and committal to trial. The accused or defence counsel must be 
given a copy of the indictment. 
 
The Crown Prosecutor should consult with the Court Reporter to obtain an estimate of 
when the transcript is expected to be available. Where the accused is in custody 
arrangements have been made with the Court Reporters Office for these transcripts to get 
priority. In other cases should the Court Reporter advise that a heavy workload will 
prevent preparation of the transcript in a timely fashion the Regional Crown Prosecutor 
should contact the Director of Public Prosecutions so that appropriate arrangements can 
be made for preparation of the transcript. 
 
In cases where two counts are put in an indictment by way of alternative counts reference 
should be made to that topic included in the DPP Guideline on Multiple Charges. 
 
Direct Indictment 
 
Section 577 of the Criminal Code permits the Attorney General or the Deputy Attorney 
General to send a case directly to trial without a preliminary inquiry or after an accused 
has been discharged at a preliminary inquiry. It also provides for the laying of a new 
information after the accused has been discharged at a preliminary inquiry. The Attorney 
General or the Deputy Attorney General must personally perform the powers provided in 
section 577 by giving the required direction in writing. These are extraordinary 
procedures which are used very infrequently in New Brunswick.  
 
The DPP Guideline on Direct Indictment outlines the criteria and procedure to be applied 
when requesting the Attorney General or the Deputy Attorney General to consent to the 
preferment of an indictment pursuant, or the laying of an information, pursuant to this 
provision. 
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